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Giorgio Bejor, Maria Teresa Grassi, 
Stefano Maggi, Fabrizio Slavazzi

Art And  
ArcHAeoLogy  
oF tHe romAn 

ProvinceS

Mondadori Università
Handbooks
●  Pages: X-370
●  Price: € 29,00
●  978-88-6184-072-0

All rights available

tHe WorK
Mediterranean and Europe: a very large territory, rich 
in cultures, traditions and religions, different among 
themselves also if at a certain point they start to go 
in one direction, although remaining faithful to their 
particularities. That moment was marked by the entry 
into the Roman world that, inspired by local realities, 
incorporated them all. From there they took their ori-
gin and developed many of the current cultures, from 
both sides of the Mediterranean and Europe. The au-
thors follow the historical and artistic development of 
various phenomena, starting from annexation of each 
province (from the III century BC to early I century AD) 
until such time as profoundly changes empire’s internal 
division, with Diocletian between 296 and 305 and the 
foundation of the New Rome by Constantine in 324.

tHe AutHorS
giorgio Bejor is Professor of Archaeology and History of Greek history at the University of Milan and 
lecturer at the Italian Archaeological School of Athens. He conducted excavations and research in Tu-
scany, Calabria, Sicily, Sardinia (Nora), Greece (Gortyn), Turkey and Syria.

maria teresa grassi is a professor of Roman Provinces Archaeology at the University of Milan and Di-
rector of Archaeological Mission Italo-Syrian Palmyra (PAL.M.A.I.S.).

Stefano maggi is Professor of Classical Archaeology at the University of Pavia, where he also heads 
the Interdepartmental Research Center for Teaching classical archaeology and ancient technology.

Fabrizio Slavazzi is Professor of Roman Archaeology and Art History at the University of Milan. His ar-
chaeological research are addressed to Northern Italy, Greece and southern Turkey.

Art & ArchAeology
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Ciro Lo Muzio 

centrAL ASiAn 
ArcHAeoLogy

Mondadori Università
Handbooks
●  Pages: 384
●  Price: € 32,00
●  978-88-6184-412-4

All rights available

tHe WorK
Central Asia is a vast and unknown territory to ama-
teurs, divided today between the Central Asian for-
mer Soviet republics, that now are independent, and 
autonomous province of Xinjiang, China. Cradle of 
barbarism and perpetual source of threats in the ima-
gination and historical sources in Iran, India and China, 
Central Asia is a land of archaeological research since 
the late nineteenth century and, for decades, with an 
increasing involvement of the international scientific 
community. This volume presents the main themes of 
cultural history of the region, from prehistory to the 
eve of the Arab conquest: the Bronze and Iron Age 
cultures; material evidence of the Greek presence; the 
impact of nomadism; local religious traditions and the 
spread of Buddhism; the flowering of visual arts, espe-
cially for mural painting, in Samarkand and other cities of the region, and in Buddhist monasteries dot-
ted along the Silk Road in Xinjiang. 

tHe AutHor
ciro Lo muzio is Associate Professor of Archaeology and History of Art of India and Central Asia at 
the University of Rome, La Sapienza. From 1995 to 2009 he was a member of the Uzbek-Italian Ar-
chaeological Mission (Wisdom) in the oasis of Bukhara, Uzbekistan. Most of his scientific work is de-
dicated to the pre-Islamic Central Asian iconography and Gandhara, in particular the genesis of mu-
ral painting in these regions and the dissemination of iconography from the Greek-Roman world, Iran 
and India in Central Asian art.

Art & ArchAeology
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Chiara Visconti

A century  
oF cHineSe  

ArcHAeoLogy
history of the discipline since  

the beginning of the twentieth 
century to the present

Mondadori Università
Handbooks
●  Pages: XVI-224
●  Price: € 19,00
●  978-88-6184-462-9

All rights available

tHe WorK
From the first scientific excavations, in the twenties of 
last century, to the discoveries that have taken place in 
recent times, archaeology is reshaping the image of an-
cient China. Controversial discipline since its introduc-
tion in the Middle Kingdom, archaeology was influen-
ced by the historical events of the Chinese twentieth 
century, sometimes suffering and often contributing 
to political movements and cultural debate. On the 
one hand, the artifacts unearthed have surprised the 
whole world, on the other the use of the archaeologi-
cal source – sometimes functional exercise of power – 
the research techniques in the field and the methods 
adopted in the classification and presentation of data 
remains an issue as problematic as ever and discussed. 
This volume offers a path along which, through the hi-

story of the discipline and studies, it presents some of the major discoveries brought to light and are 
provided to the reader the tools to understand the problematic nature from time to time issues and 
interpretations that from these findings are derived, the evolution of the areas of interest and new 
research trends.

tHe AutHor
chiara visconti is a researcher at the University of Naples “L’Orientale”, where she teaches archaeology 
and art history of China and Japan. She has always supported to teaching the archaeological, partici-
pating in excavation missions in Italy, Nepal and China.

Art & ArchAeology
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Giorgio Bejor - Marina Castoldi
Claudia Lambrugo

greeK Art
New editioN

Mondadori Università
Handbooks
●  Pages: XVI-494
●  Price: € 36,00
●  978-88-6184-296-0

All rights available

tHe WorK
This book deals with a multifaceted and fascinating di-
scipline, as it is Greek art, by providing the required 
tools of reading, without excessive specialisms. The 
creative process is caught in its most significant and 
formative episodes; for all time, after a brief historical 
overview, it is discussed the architectural languages, fi-
gurative expressions, craft demonstrations of ancient 
Greece, from its origins to the encounter-clash with 
Rome, highlighting the comparison between the dif-
ferent artistic genres. In the face of the continuous e-
volution of the studies for the progress of the archae-
ological excavations, it was decided to reserve ample 
space to more recent discovered works. This new e-
dition, in particular, aware not only of the latest rese-
arch, but also of important museum exhibitions as the 
New Acropolis Museum in Athens and the Verghina Museum.

tHe AutHorS
giorgio Bejor is Professor of Archaeology and History of Greek history at the University of Milan and 
lecturer at the Italian Archaeological School of Athens. He conducted excavations and research in Tu-
scany, Calabria, Sicily, Sardinia (Nora), Greece (Gortyn), Turkey and Syria.

marina castoldi is a researcher and lecturer in Archaeology of Ancient Greece at the University of Mi-
lan. It works on the field in Magna Grecia, in Metaponto.

claudia Lambrugo is a researcher in classical archaeology and Professor of Archaeology and History 
of Greek history at the University of Milan. He participates in several research projects in Sicily, Greeks, 
and Gortyn (Crete).

Art & ArchAeology
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Massimiliano Papini

romAn Art 

Mondadori Università
Handbooks
●  Pages: VIII-568 + 32 colors
●  Price: € 54,00
●  978-88-6184-386-8

All rights available

tHe WorK
«Will shape others with greater elegance spirants bron-
zes, I certainly suppose, and they will live by the mar-
ble faces, will advocate better the causes and follow 
with the compass the paths of heaven and foretell the 
course of the stars; you, remember, Roman, to domi-
nate people; these will be your arts, to establish rules 
to peace, to save submissive and eradicate the proud». 
These are the prophetic words of Anchises to his son 
Aeneas at the end of descent into hell in the sixth bo-
ok of the Aeneid. What we call today “works of art” 
were therefore not perceived as an ancestral tradition 
by the Romans, so much to do doubt that ‘Roman’ art 
ever existed. Yet, their visual productions were great 
and immense, on time and within the Empire territo-
ries, and the manual, designed by Massimiliano Papini 

and written with different experts in Roman archaeology, intends to offer a synthesis, with attention 
to clients, architects and recipients in the different historical, cultural and social situations. After an o-
verview of the main components of public and private spaces of the City, chapters are organized for 
the first time (from the tenth century BC to the VI-VII century AD) and then for further information 
on subjects, materials and contexts of use: historical representations, portraiture, Greek ornaments, 
copies and reworkings of Greek original works, arts ‘decorative’ and ‘luxuries’, ceramics, glass, painting, 
mosaic and funerary artifacts. 

tHe AutHor
massimiliano Papini is Associate Professor of Greek and Roman Archaeology and Art History at Sa-
pienza University of Rome. He deals mainly of ancient art history, with many interests in the field of 
Greek and Roman archaeology; from 2012 he is a corresponding member of German Archaeological In-
stitute. As well as numerous essays in specialized magazines and exhibition catalogs, he has published 
several monographs, including Buried cities and ruins in Greek and Roman world (Roma-Bari, 2011) and 
Phidias. The man who carved the gods (Roma-Bari, 2014).

Art & ArchAeology
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tHe otHer AutHorS
matteo cadario is Associate Professor of Greek and Roman Archaeology and Art History at the Uni-
versity of Udine. It is primarily concerned with sculpture and Hellenistic and Roman iconography, with 
particular attention to the images of emperors and private, and to place them in different types of 
spaces.

Paolo carafa is Associate Professor of Greek and Roman Archaeology and History of Art at the Facul-
ty of Humanities, Sapienza University of Rome. His scientific work is dedicated to the fields of archi-
tecture, topography and urban landscapes of Rome. He has also worked in Etruria Etruscan and Ro-
man periods, the Basilicata of the Roman period and the urban landscapes of other ancient Italian city. 
It coordinates research on the Palatine, in the Suburb of Rome and lower valley of the Tiber and the 
Sybarite.

Silvia Fortunati (Sapienza University of Rome) is mainly engaged in technical and stylistic study of Ro-
man painting, with a focus on paintings preserved in a fragmentary way.

elena ghisellini is Associate Professor of Greek and Roman Archaeology and History of Art at the De-
partment of Literary, Philosophical and Art History, University of Rome Tor Vergata. His main field of 
interest is Greek and Roman sculpture, particularly with regard to plastic in Alexandria.

eugenio La rocca is Professor of Greek and Roman Archaeology and History of Art at the Faculty of 
Humanities, Sapienza University of Rome and former Superintendent of Cultural Heritage of the City 
of Rome. His numerous scientific papers relate to figurative problems of culture of Greek and Roman 
times, on the relationship between art and political ideology, on the topography and on the Hellenistic 
cities and main monuments of Rome as well as on the theme of landscape in Antiquity.

Annalisa Lo monaco (Sapienza, University of Rome) has among her main scientific interests the reli-
gious life in the Greek and Roman world, the contacts between Greece and Rome during the late-re-
publican age and different aspects and themes of the imperial ideology in Rome and in provinces. As a 
scientific coordinator and co-curator contributed to important exhibitions in Rome.

clementina Panella is Professor of Methodology and techniques of archaeological research at the Fa-
culty of Humanities, Sapienza, University of Rome. He has conducted important excavations in Italy 
and abroad: Ostia, Spa and swimmer; Carthage, Centuria A; Rome, porticus Liviae, area of the Meta 
Sudans in Piazza del Colosseo and the north-eastern slopes of the Palatine. His research involves the 
urban problems of archaeology, the historical topography of Rome and material culture (with special 
reference to craft productions of the Hellenistic and Roman and commercial relations between Italy 
and the provinces in the Imperial Age and Late Antiquity) and the methods of approach of applied 
sciences (geophysics, geoarchaeology, computer) to the study of multi-layered archaeological sites.

Anna maria riccomini (Department of Musicology and Cultural Heritage, University of Pavia, based in 
Cremona) is mainly engaged in ancient sculpture and the history of archaeology, in its different a-
spects: re-use of ancient marbles in the Middle Ages, from the study of the drawings’ ancient, antique 
collecting, studying the transformations and re-use of ancient monuments in post-ancient age (Mau-
soleum of Augustus), archival research for the documentation of excavations of archaeological sites 
(Veleia); archaeological study on the Grand Tour travel diaries.

Lucia Saguì was a researcher at the Faculty of Humanities, Sapienza University of Rome. His main re-
search interests are related to the experience gained in large excavations, including Carthage, Settefi-
nestre, Ostia Antica, Rome (Balbi Crypt and the north-eastern slopes of the Palatine). From these and 
other archaeological contexts are inspired his work on handicrafts of Roman and early Middle Ages, 
in particular ceramics and glass, with emphasis on methodological aspects, typological, historical, arti-
stic, historical and economic.

Stefano tortorella is Professor of Greek and Roman Archaeology and History of Art at the Faculty of 
Humanities, Sapienza University of Rome. His scientific interests include various aspects of produc-
tion, circulation and decoration of the imperial age ceramics, architectural terracotta from the late Re-
publican to the average Imperial period and late ancient architecture. Within the project of the Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs, Cooperation and Development, is responsible for the reorganization of the 
National Museum of Damascus for the classical section.

Art & ArchAeology
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Federica Manoli 

HAndBooK oF 
mAnAgement 

And cAre  
oF muSeum  

coLLectionS 

Le Monnier Università
Essays
●  Pages: XIV-290 
●  Price: € 21,00
●  978-88-00-74542-0

All rights available

tHe WorK
The museum collections, of any type, consist primarily 
of material objects, to whose preservation, safety, u-
se and transmission to future is addressed most of the 
activities that take place every day in a museum. The 
museum work requires multidisciplinary skills ranging 
from the scientific to the issues related to the conser-
vation, exhibition, export, to insurance and legal issues, 
to get to the more technical aspects of the building 
housing the collections. The book analyzes all areas of 
museum activities in a systematic collecting good prac-
tices, guidelines and procedures that the national and 
international community has developed in recent de-
cades with the aim of promoting a uniformity of beha-
vior. The manual is a valuable teaching aid for students 
of Museology and Schools of Specialization, while, for 

summarize parts and checklists, it can also be useful to those who already exercises the museum pro-
fession, who works occasionally with the staff of museums, such as architects, lighting engineer, photo-
graphers, etc. and, more generally, to those who moves artworks.

tHe AutHor
Federica manoli has a degree in Literature and Philosophy with History of Art and specialized in Mu-
seology and Museografia. After an initial activity as a restorer of paintings, from 2001 he worked at the 
Poldi Pezzoli Museum in Milan mainly dealing with the management and care of the collections. No-
teworthy his contributions on the theme of conservation of collections in The Daily backstage of a 
house-museum. Information for ordinary and extraordinary maintenance, with A. Ciaramella, I. Pao-
letti and V. Puglisi (Theme 2012) and Masterpieces out of the museums. guidelines to promote cultu-
ral heritage of the Lombard Regional System bodies, edited by P. Petraroia (Regione Lombardia 2013).

Art & ArchAeology
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Leonardo Capezzone 

ArAB middLe  
AgeS
A medieval Islamic history  
(XII-XV centuries)

Mondadori Università
Handbooks
●  Pages: X-294 + 16 colors
●  Price: € 24,00
●  978-88-61-84-410-0

All rights available

tHe WorK
An intellectual approach to the study of medieval Isla-
mic history: this is the proposal contained in these pa-
ges. The Arab Middle Ages, of which here is illustrated 
a history, it is parallel to what we call the Middle Ages 
Latin: territories and peoples united by a language in 
which it was conceived, written and transmitted the 
processes of transition and change, religious and cul-
tural expressions , the moments of hegemony and po-
litical and economic decline. In a perspective of com-
parison and interlocutory confront between medieval 
stories, Latin Christian and Arab-Islamic Middle Ages, 
the emphasis is on the major thematic features along 
which a world of plurality has thought himself within 
his categories, and has assimilated categories develo-
ped from cultures with which it came into contact and 
has built over nine centuries – from late antiquity to the modern age thresholds – his religious, politi-
cal and historical conscience.

tHe AutHor
Leonardo capezzone is Professor of History of Islamic Countries at the Sapienza University of Rome 
and Visiting Professor at the University of Chicago. He published: La trasmissione del sapere nell’islam 
medievale (Roma, 1998); L’islam sciita. Storia di una minoranza (con M. Salati, Roma, 2005); Fuori dalla 
città iniqua. Legge e ribellione nella filosofia politica dell’islam medievale (Roma, 2010).

hIStory
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Laura Guazzone 

contemPorAry 
HiStory oF tHe 

ArAB WorLd
the Arab countries from the  

ottoman empire to Present times

Mondadori Università
Handbooks
●  Pages: 448 
●  Price: € 24,00
●  978-88-6184-366-0

All rights available

tHe WorK
The contemporary history of the Arab world, from the 
beginning of the 19th century to the end of 2015, is here 
analysed from a double perspective: on the one hand, 
that of the Arab regional system, interacting with the 
international system; on the other hand, that of eve-
ry individual Arab country. Common issues therefore 
represent the context – to be read in its constructi-
vist meaning – within which the histories of each Arab 
country interact with each other. These country histo-
ries are presented in thirteen stand-alone chapters. 
The extensive first chapter, on the other hand, discus-
ses the main cross-thematic topics of the contempo-
rary history of the Arab world: the troubled journey to 
modernity; the end of empires and the rising of natio-
nalisms; the European colonial domain; the emergen-

ce of modern States and of the Arab regional system; the development of political Islam movements; 
the origin of the Palestinian conflict and its impact on the Arab world; the age of revolutions and sta-
tism; the petroleum revolution; the involvement of authoritarian regimes in neoliberist globalisation; 
and the outbreak of violent upheavals of the Arab Spring, which the authoritarian reaction turned into 
new, devastating sectarian conflicts and the deconstruction of the regional order.

tHe AutHor
Laura guazzone is Associate Professor of Contemporary History of the Arab Countries at the Ita-
lian Institute of Oriental Studies (ISO) at La Sapienza University of Rome and Scientific Counsellor of 
the Mediterranean – Middle East Programme lead by the International Affaires Institute (IAI, Rome). 
Her research focuses on the contemporary history, the political institutions and the international re-
lationships of the North African and Middle Eastern Arab Countries. Among the recent publications 
she authored or co-authored: Introduction to the Contemporary Arab World (2007), The Arab State 
and Neo-Liberal Globalization (2009), The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 1993-2010 (2010), History and E-
volution of the Arab Islamism (2015).

hIStory
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Laura Guazzone (edited by)

HiStory  
And evoLution  
oF ArABic iSLAm
the Muslim Brotherhood  
and the others

tHe WorK
What is Islamism? How is it defined and distinguished 
by similar, but at the same time different, phenome-
na, like the Salafism or the Jihadism? What are the spe-
cific positions of Islamics on fundamental questions 
such as State idea, economy, women’s rights? How 
and why these positions have evolved in different A-
rab countries? What has been the outcome of Isla-
mist involvement in so-called Arab Springs, especially 
in Morocco, Tunisia and Egypt? What is the role of Isla-
mism in Arabic world today? Are Muslim Brothers still 
the first Islamist organization? 
Studies presented in this volume intends to offer to 
these questions original and documented answers, re-
sulting of a research that involved a multidisciplinary 
group of scientists belonging to the major Italian rese-
arch centres specialized in Arabic World and contemporary Islam. 

tHe AutHor
Laura guazzone is associate professor of Islamic Countries at the Italian Institute of Middle Eastern 
Studies of La Sapienza University in Rome and Science Advisor of the Mediterranean – Middle Eastern 
Program of the Institute of International Affairs (Iai, Rome). Her researches relates to contemporary hi-
story, political institutions and international relationships of North Africa and Middle Eastern Arabic 
Countries. Among her recent works, of which she is author and co-author: Introduction to the Con-
temporary Arab World (2007), The Arab State and Neo-Liberal Globalization (2009), The Israeli-Pale-
stinian Conflict 1993-2010 (2010), History and Evolution of the Arab Islamism (2015).

hIStory

Mondadori Università 
Essays
●  Pages: 384
●  Price: € 26,00
●  978-88-6184-438-4

All rights available
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Giulia Guazzaloca

HiStory 
oF greAt BritAin

(1832-2014)

tHe WorK
The so-called British model, adapted in different forms 
depending on the ages and circumstances, always po-
pulated the public and political debate in Italy. Why 
does Britain seem the home of the “regular” policy? 
How did they take root a solid two-party system and 
democracy? Why radical and “anti-system” parties, 
as the Fascist one in the thirties or Communist, have 
always met scanty following among citizens? What’s 
the origin of the deep attachment that still binds the 
English people to the monarchy? It is from these que-
stions that the present volume aims to offer to the I-
talian reader a photo of the history of Britain over the 
last hundred and fifty years. A rich history of successes 
and defeats, the political struggles and social tensions, 
ideological battles and economic crises, wars and re-

constructions. Reading this story it will be possible to better understand the specifics of the English 
case and, indirectly, of the Italian one.

tHe AutHor
giulia guazzaloca teaches Contemporary History at the School of Political Sciences, University of Bo-
logna, and is part of the editorial staff of the magazine “Ricerche di Storia Politica”. She deals with Ita-
lian and British political history. Among his works: End of Century. Italians and British intellectuals and 
the crisis in the nineteenth and twentieth century (Princeton, 2004); Contemporary history. From the 
nineteenth to the twenty-first century (with F. Cammarano, M.S. Piretti, Le Monnier, 2009); Monarchy 
and political legitimacy in Europe in the nineteenth and twentieth century (Rubbettino, 2009 cura-
torship); And a divisible. RAI television and parties during the years of state monopoly 1954-1975 (Le 
Monnier, 2011).

Le Monnier
Essays/Quaderni di storia
●  Pages: VIII-376 
●  Price: € 26,00
●  978-88-00-74385-3

All rights available
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Romano Pietrosanti

imre nAgy,  
A communiSt 
HungAriAn
life and Martyrdom 
of an october 1956 leader

Le Monnier
Essays/Quaderni di storia
●  Pages: XX-476
●  Price: € 28,00
●  978-88-00-74530-7

All rights available

tHe WorK
This is the first biography of Imre Nagy, the prime mi-
nister of the Hungarian revolution of October 1956, 
published in Italy. His life is carefully followed from his 
birth in 1896 in southern Hungary to his membership 
and conversion to communism in 1917, a belief which 
he never abandoned throughout his life along with his 
strong Hungarian national consciousness. Nagy expe-
rienced activism in the party, exile to Moscow, retur-
ning to his homeland following the war and took up 
government positions, rising to the head of the go-
vernment in June 1953. His new course of reform was 
opposed and disrupted in the spring of 1955. Nagy 
thus found himself in the opposition. The revolutiona-
ry outbreak of 23 October 1956, brought his return to 
the government. However it ended tragically with the 
invasion of Soviet forces on November 4, 1956, and his imprisonment and execution on June 16, 1958. 
Nagy’s rehabilitation on June 16, 1989 marked the birth of a new Hungary. This book gives an account 
of the important relationship between Nagy and the PCI, led by Togliatti.

tHe AutHor
romano Pietrosanti (Rome, 1963) has been a priest in the diocese of Terracina-Latina-Sezze-Priverno 
since June 1988. He gained a Doctorate in Philosophy from the Gregorian University in 1994 and gra-
duated from Rome Tor Vergata in 2003. The author has taught philosophy at the Institute of Theology 
at the Pontifical College Leoniano of Anagni since 1988/1989 and at the Angelicum University in Rome 
since 2009. He has published L’anima umana nei testi di San Tommaso (The human soul in the writings 
of St. Thomas), ESD, Bologna, 1996, and a dozen articles on philosophical issues in professional journals.
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Antonio Fiori

tHe neSt  
oF tHe HAWK
the world and the power  

in North Korea

tHe WorK
What usually comes to mind when you think of the Pe-
ople’s Democratic Republic of Korea, known as North 
Korea, is the image of a poor country, isolated and in 
the hands of a bloodthirsty regime, violent, ruthless 
and, above all, irrational in its behavior. However this 
perspective is extremely simplistic of a lot harder to 
understand reality in its many facets and, most impor-
tantly, does not take into account the reasons that ga-
ve rise to certain behavior by North Korea. In this vo-
lume we reject the hypothesis that North Korea is an 
“irrational provocateur”; in contrast, focusing on the 
historical evolution of foreign policy of the past th-
ree decades, it assumes a dual perspective: that of the 
perceived “external threat”, that generated the con-
stant provocateurs signals from Pyongyang, and that 

of the “internal threat” represented by the uncertainty of succession for the leadership of the country.

tHe AutHor
Antonio Fiori is associate professor at the School of Political Science, University of Bologna , where 
he teaches International Relations of East Asia. He is an expert on inter-Korean relations; he studied 
and lived at length in Asia, particularly in the Republic of Korea, and annually he holds a course of Ko-
rean Politics and Foreign Policy at the Hankuk University of Foreign Studies in Seoul. Among his wor-
ks we remind the volumes The East Asia (Il Mulino, Bologna, 2010) and The Chinese Challenge to the 
Western Order (FBK, Trento, 2014).

Le Monnier
Essays/Dentro la storia
●  Pages: XII-284
●  Price: € 16,00
●  978-88-00-74582-6

All rights available
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Federica Morelli 

SPAniSH AmericAn  
indePendence
the crisis of the monarchy  
to the new republics

tHe WorK
The Spanish America transition to independence is 
not simply a colonial liberation war. It is a fragmen-
ted and complex process, characterized by continuity 
and discontinuity, violence and collective revenge, in 
which the experiences beyond and on this side of the 
Atlantic influence each other. It is the first dissolution 
of one of those large multicultural sets, the modern a-
ge imperial systems, which during the nineteenth and 
twentieth century will create a number of nation-sta-
tes. Restoring the centrality of the imperial dimension, 
the book offers a new interpretation of the indepen-
dence and the birth of Hispanic-American states: the 
political and social revolutions are not the cause of 
the collapse of Spanish monarchy, but its consequen-
ce. Only very slowly, through violent wars and conti-
nuous negotiations, it will configuring those spaces around which will form the new nations.

tHe AutHor
Federica morelli is a researcher in contemporary history at the University of Turin. He deals with 
the history of Latin America and the Atlantic history. She is the author of numerous essays and bo-
oks Country or Territory. Reform and dissolution of the imperial space in Ecuador, 1765-1830 (Sove-
ria Mannelli, 2001) and The Atlantic world. A story without borders (XV-XIX century) (Rome, 2013). He 
is also co-curator of the volumes Entre Nápoles y América. Ilustración y cultura jurídica en el mun-
do hispánico (Siglos XVIII y XIX) (Bogotá, 2012) and L'Atlantique révolutionnaire. Une perspective Ibe-
ro-américaine (Paris, 2013).

Le Monnier
Essays/Quaderni di storia
●  Pages: VI-234
●  Price: € 17,00
●  978-88-00-74498-0 

All rights available
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Lucio Russo

StArS, AtomS  
And SAiLing SHiPS

trips of Science history

tHe WorK
Science is often seen as an investigation method of na-
tural phenomena, advanced for pure fact-finding pur-
pose and typical of modernity. In this book, by recrea-
ting the long period history of some scientific ideas, it’s 
explained how history of science is clear just only focu-
sing on continuity between ancient and modern scien-
ce, and examining the connection, often indirect but 
almost always decisive, between the «theoretical» rese-
arch and the necessity to solve real problems. The stu-
dy of analogous histories of scientific ideas of various 
origin explains not only deep and often unexpected 
connections, but also the recurrence of typical pheno-
mena, such as knowledges’ periodical loss and the rising 
of «foundation’s myths» that attribute to single genius 
the result of complex common courses of research.

tHe AutHor
Lucio russo has dealt with statistical mechanics, probability calculus and science’s history. From his pu-
blications: La rivoluzione dimenticata (Feltrinelli, 1996; ultima edizione 2013); Flussi e riflussi. Indagine 
sull’origine di una teoria scientifica (Feltrinelli, 2003); Segmenti e bastoncini (Feltrinelli, 1998); La cultu-
ra componibile (Liguori, 2008); Ingegni minuti. Una storia della scienza in Italia (con Emanuela Santo-
ni, Feltrinelli, 2010); L’America dimenticata. I rapporti tra le civiltà e un errore di Tolomeo (Mondado-
ri Università, 2013).

Mondadori Università
Handbooks
●  Pages: 256
●  Price: € 19,00
●  978-88-6184-357-8

All rights available
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Gennaro Carotenuto

todo cAmBiA
Desaparecidos’ children 
and the end to impunity 
in Argentina, chile and Uruguay

Le Monnier
Essays/Dentro la storia
●  Pages: VI-250
●  Price: € 14,00
●  978-88-00-74610-6 

All rights available

tHe WorK
What do Sofia Prats – daughter of an high official of 
Chile – and Jessica Tapia – daughter of a communist 
miner – have in common? Both their fathers were kil-
led by August Pinochet and by Latino-American dic-
tatorship’s State Terrorism. Through oral history, the 
methodology that helps to understand how common 
people have faced the great passages of their epochs, 
we read original testimonials, sometimes dramatic, so-
metimes peaceful, talking about how children of de-
saparecidos in Argentina, Chile e Uruguay have given 
their lives back. In this way, historiography helps to 
dissolve stereotypes strengthened on the Continent. 
«Todo Cambia», like Mercedes Soza sings. Decades of 
struggles for truth and justice means that, at the pre-
sent time, many torturers and assassins whose in the 
seventies opened veins of Latin America – after exemplary trials, investigated in this book through 
new judicial sources – are paying for their crimes, healing the hurts of an entire society.

tHe AutHor
gennaro carotenuto teaches World History at Macerata University. He has been, inter alia, Research 
Fellow at the Institute of Studies on Latin America of the Paris-Sorbonne 3, and Teaching Fellow at the 
University of Montevideo and at the Bocconi University of Milan. From almost twenty years he wri-
tes and comments about Latin-American contemporary history and politics on European and Latin-
American mass media, among which Brecha, La Jornada, Radio3 RAI, Radio Svizzera. Among his mo-
nographies: Franco e Mussolini, la guerra vista dal Mediterraneo (Sperling&Kupfer) and Giornalismo 
partecipativo, storia critica del giornalismo al tempo di Internet (Nuovi Mondi).

hIStory
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Lorenzo Verderame 

Ancient  
meSoPotAmiA 

LiterAtureS

tHe WorK
Forgotten for centuries, the civilizations of ancient 
Mesopotamia were rediscovered only in the ninete-
enth century. Thousands of clay tablets inscribed in 
cuneiform writing have allowed us to bring to light a li-
terary tradition that, through two languages, Sumerian 
and Akkadian, developed over three millennia. From 
the first story of the flood and the creation of man, 
to the underworld descents and battles with chaotic 
monsters, from epic stories of mythical kings to the 
exploits of their successors, the great hymns to the 
daily prayers and incantations, from theological reflec-
tion on life to that of philosophical and humorous o-
ne, Sumerian and Akkadian compositions are one of 
the oldest, and various man’s long literary traditions. 
Sumerian literature of the third millennium BC and the 

Akkadian (Assyrian and Babylonian) of the second and first millennium BC are presented here through 
a description and analysis of different kinds of content and reasons. A choice of literary texts, publi-
shed in digital on site www.mondadorieducation.it, complete the volume.

tHe AutHor
Lorenzo verderame teaches Sumerian and Akkadian language and literature at the “Sapienza” Univer-
sity of Rome. He is the author of numerous monographs and scientific articles dedicated to different 
aspects of the cultures of ancient Mesopotamia, including the printed edition of the first six chapters 
of the astrological compendium Enuma Anu Enlil (2002) and several volumes with the edition of Neo-
Sumerian documents . His research focused on the administration of Mesopotamia and material cul-
ture of the third millennium as well as on various aspects of religion and Mesopotamian literature. He 
conducts research and collaborates with various universities and museums, including the British Mu-
seum and the Yale Babylonian Collection, where he directs, respectively, a publishing project of the 
neo-Sumerian texts and paleo-Babylonian letters. From 2014 he is the epigraphist of the Italian archae-
ological mission to Nina (Tell Surghul) in southern Iraq.

Le Monnier Università 
Synthesis
●  Pages: XII-196
●  Price: € 15,00
●  978-88-00-74644-1

All rights available
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Massimo Arcangeli - Edoardo Boncinelli

LA FormA  
univerSAL di 
queSto nodo
Dante’s culture

tHe WorK
Science and Italian literature, in longer or shorter pe-
riods of their histories, were friends or companions. 
Since 16th century, however, humanistic and scientific 
human knowledges began to divide, and separations 
and academic specialisations of the late 19th century 
would have made divorce them forever. 
This volume, published 750 years since the birth of 
Dante, is the result of an agreement between a scien-
tist and a literary man. Its ambitious objective is mar-
king somehow the way, far beyond Dante’s exege-
sis, as a useful meeting place between different 
knowledges. 
The voyage started for connecting Dante, although in 
excellence and in complexity of an incomparable art 
and thinking, to human measure of a source of expe-
riences and knowledge, always well-anchored to the earth, is also a way to feel him nearly in future, 
to consider him «one of us».

tHe AutHorS
massimo Arcangeli, linguist, literary critic and sociologist of the communication, teaches at Cagliari 
University and directs cultural events and numerous publishing companies. Passionate about science, 
he is Guarantor for Italianistica in the Slovak Republic and member of the board of Ph.D. in Historical 
Linguistic and Italian Historical Linguistic of «La Sapienza» University in Rome. He cooperates with the 
Dante Alighieri Society, the Institute of Italian Encyclopaedia Treccani and the major Italian presses. His 
recent work is Biografia di una chiocciola. Storia confidenziale di @ (2015).

edoardo Boncinelli taught genetics and neuroscience at Vita-Salute University in Milan. He made fun-
damental contributions to the understanding of embryonic development in higher animals and men, 
identifying a family of genes, so-called «omeogéni», which controls the correct development of bo-
dy, from head to coccyx. Passionate Grecian, he translated Greek lyrics and some drama. As author of 
many popular books, he dedicated a volume to Shakespeare’s characters. He regularly writes for «Le 
Scienze» and the «Corriere della Sera».

Le Monnier Università
Essays
●  Pages: VIII-248 
●  Price: € 18,00
●  978-88-00-74686-1

All rights available
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Albio Cesare Cassio (edited by)

HiStory oF tHe 
greeK LiterAry 

LAnguAgeS
SecoNd editioN

tHe WorK
From the earliest written representations, the Greek 
appears split into numerous dialects, sometimes very 
different from each other and made graphically with 
different systems (primers and local alphabets). In lite-
rary variants of some of these dialects were composed 
texts in poetry and prose that can be counted among 
the greatest cultural contributions come down to us 
from the ancient world. This volume offers an upda-
ted discussion, ultimately Indo-European, of phono-
logy and morphology of Greek dialects in their histo-
rical development, until they run out as a result of the 
success of the Koiné, the ‘common’Greek, from fourth 
century BC on, next, to a language test and dialect of 
the major literary genres: the epic, monodic and cho-
ral lyric, elegy, iambic, Siceliot and Attic comedy, Ionic, 

Attic and Koine prose. An interesting new feature is the comparison, in each chapter, between litera-
ry texts and epigraphic ones.

tHe AutHor
Albio cesare cassio is a full professor since 1980, first at Salerno and Naples (Istituto Universitario O-
rientale), then, since 1997, at La Sapienza University in Rome, where he teaches classical philology. Af-
ter an initial period of interest in the Attic comedy, culminated in the book Commedia e partecipa-
zione: la pace di Aristofane (Naples, 1985), has mainly studied history of the Greek language and its 
dialects, publishing a long series of contributions in Italian magazines and foreign and organizing con-
ferences on these issues (Katà Diálekton. Proceedings of the third International Colloquium of Greek 
Dialectology, Naples, 1997). He was a Fellow of the Center for Hellenic Studies in Washington, D.C. and 
he has been repeatedly invited to speak at conferences and to lecture in Italy and abroad: Pisa, Milan, 
Venice, Basel, Oxford, Gray Lectures at Cambridge (2006), University of California at Los Angeles (2016).

Le Monnier Università
Synthesis
●  Pages: XX-508
●  Price: € 36,00
●  978-88-00-74579-6

All rights available
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Giulio Ferroni

HiStory  
oF tHe itALiAn 
LiterAture

Mondadori Università
Handbooks
Vol. 1 - From its origins 
to the Fifteenth century
●  Pages: lXXXVI-410
●  Price: € 22,00
●  978-88-6184-079-9

Vol. 2 - From the Sixteenth 
to the eighteenth century
●  Pages: X-518
●  Price: € 22,00
●  978-88-6184-080-5

Vol. 3 - From the Nineteenth 
to the early twentieth 
century
●  Pages: X-566
●  Price: € 23,00
●  978-88-6184-081-2

Vol. 4 - the twentieth 
century and the New 
Millennium
●  Pages: XII-820
●  Price: € 27,00
●  978-88-6184-082-9

All rights available

itALiAn contemPorAry LiterAture - updated edition
Vol. I (1900-1945) 
●  Pages: XIV-258   ●  Price: € 16,50
●  978-88-6184-396-7

Vol. II (1946-2014) 
●  Pages: XIV-370   ●  Price: € 22,00
●  978-88-6184-397-4

tHe WorK
This history of Italian literature in four volumes (now 
newly-bound and updated to 2012) runs through the 
entire tradition of Italian literature, providing all neces-
sary information and taking into account the results 
of studies made in recent decades. It is replete with a 
rich panorama of experiences and texts that over the 
centuries have built up the Italian identity. These ex-
periences have proposed universally different models 
of existence, in dramatic relation to various internatio-
nal historical situations. 
This Ferroni manual is a “classic”, bridging the two mil-
lenniums. It is sustained by a passionate care for the 
current condition of literature, and it is also a story, 
built not on abstract historical patterns, but by conti-
nuous attention to the value of the works, to the vita-
lity of the experiences to which they give their voice.

tHe AutHor
giulio Ferroni (Rome, 1943), who published the first  
edition of this history in 1991, teaches at the Sapienza 
University in Rome. He completed an extensive series 
of studies on authors from different centuries and as 
a militant critic, follows contemporary literary produc-
tion, not without polemical spirit. Among his most re-
cent books are: Ariosto (2008), Prima lezione di lettera-
tura italiana (The first lesson on Italian literature) (2010), 
Il comico. Forme e situazioni (The comic: forms and si-
tuations) (2012).
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Marco Fucecchi - Luca Graverini

tHe LAtin  
LAnguAge

Fundamentals of morphology  
and syntax with exercises

SecoNd editioN

tHe WorK
The decision to propose a new appropriately revised 
edition of this manual for the university teaching of 
the Latin language, only a few years after its first publi-
cation, is a confirmation (although indirect) of the va-
lidity of the assumptions from which this project was 
born in its time. The goal – from the beginning – was in 
fact trying to build a tool that, while remaining faithful 
to a simple and consolidated general methodologi-
cal approach, turns out to be able to adapt along the 
way to the needs of a diverse audience by type, ori-
gin and starting levels. In this second edition, taking in-
to account the many suggestions made by a number 
of university and secondary schools professors who a-
dopted the manual, we tried to make the theory even 
more clear and accessible also for individual study; at 

the same time, it was re-calibrated the section of exercises in order to make it more useful to accom-
pany the gradual and conscious acquisition of language skills. 

tHe AutHorS
marco Fucecchi teaches Latin language and literature at the University of Udine. It deals mainly by au-
thors of the Augustan age (Virgil, Ovid, Livy) and the first imperial age, with particular reference to the 
epic poets age of Nero and the Flavian (Lucan, Valerius Flaccus, Silius Italicus and Statius), whose wor-
ks have devoted numerous studies in scientific journals and monographs. He is a member of the Rése-
au international sur la poésie augustéenne. He has also collaborated in the writing of the Dictionary of 
the Latin language. (Le Monnier)

Luca graverini teaches Latin language and literature at the University of Siena, and Philology and Latin 
literature at the University of Bologna. His main research field is the narrative ancient Greek and Latin, 
with special reference to Apuleius Metamorphoses. To these arguments he has devoted many articles 
and several books, published in Italy and abroad; He is also working on a comment Apuleius novel for 
Valla-Mondadori series. Other recent studies addressing various issues related to the Augustan poetry.

Le Monnier Università
Synthesis
●  Pages: XIV-242
●  Price: € 20,00
●  978-88-00-74617-5

All rights available
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Synthesis
Vol. 1 - From the high  
republic to the Age  
of Augustus
●  Pages: XXII-474
●  Price: € 22,00
●  978-88-00-74411-9

Vol. 2 - the Imperial Age 
●  Pages: XII-356
●  Price: € 19,00
●  978-88-00-74412-6

rights available except for
english, Polish and Serbian
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Gian Biagio Conte

LAtin LiterAture

tHe WorK
This manual of Latin literature in two volumes is nota-
ble for the high quality and scientific level and a spe-
cific critical and bibliographical updating, meeting the 
demands of a flexible and complete study of the li-
terary history of Rome. A great attention is reserved 
to literary genres such as institutes of communicating, 
the ways ready to build the speech, suggesting the 
general direction and destination of individual wor-
ks. The setting for literary genres is skillfully balanced 
with monographic chapters by author, aimed at ta-
king advantage of setting specificity, genres and styles, 
through which to analyze the characteristics of the li-
terary language of the individual works, whether po-
etry or prose. Each work enters into a relationship of 
dialogue with other texts, forms and find meaning in 
relation to other literary works, and this attention to 
the intertextuality produces a series of effects that is 
revealed as one of the best incentive to face a history 
of the Latin literature. The internal organization in hi-
storical periods, each with its own introduction, lets 
us to bring back the ancient texts to the cultural hori-
zon in which they were conceived and acquired a lan-
guage expression. A series of annotated bibliographic 
records allows to develop in-depth courses that take account of the latest research developments. 
The volume is completed by four apparatuses (Glossary of Roman culture, Glossary of rhetoric and 
style, repertoire of Greek authors, chronological tables) in the digital edition, available online (it can be 
downloaded freely from the manual page on the publisher’s site www.mondadorieducation.it).

tHe AutHor
gian Biagio conte, internationally renowned scholar, teaches Latin Literature at the Scuola Normale 
Superiore in Pisa. He studied mainly Latin poetry of the late Republican and Augustan age, combining 
with refinement of method the philology and literary theory. His most notable contributions were de-
dicated to the literary imitation problems and the study of poetic forms (Memoria dei poeti e sistema 
letterario, Turin, 1974; Virgilio: il genere e i sue confini, Milan, 1984; Generi e lettori, Milan, 1991). For se-
veral years he has turned his interests to the work of Petronius; an original interpretation of Satyricon 
came out in 1997 in the Mill essays (L’autore nascosto. Un’interpretazione del “Satyricon”). To Virgilio 
he came back with his essay “Virgilio. L’epica del sentimento” (Torino, 2003), aimed to probe the pecu-
liar, contradictory epic form the Aeneid. In 2009 he published the critical edition of the Aeneid for the 
“Bibliotheca Teubneriana”. He edited, with Emilio Pianezzola and Giuliano Ranucci, “Il Latino. Vocabo-
lario della lingua latina” (Florence, 2010).
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Enrico Testa

montALe

tHe WorK
A new updated edition, revised and corrected from a 
volume published by Einaudi in 2000, which traces the 
biographical and literary path of Eugenio Montale, ar-
ticulated in three main stages: the Genoese, the Flo-
rentine and the Milanese period. Montale’s poetry has 
been something that has accompanied young people 
of the thirties and forties as a talisman, a sign of be-
longing to a new sensibility, and not just for language 
and style innovations for which “Ossi di sepia” and “Le 
occasioni” were characterized. The novelty was the 
radical way in which, through the poetry of Monta-
le, it was questioning on the key questions of human 
condition: life as a problem, the relationship with the 
surrounding reality, the dimension of space and time. 
Those who have thus been generational books have 

since become, even with the later work of Montale, one of the most important points of referen-
ce for all the poetry of the just ended century. This book, tracing the Montale’s biography and texts, 
wants above all in a concise and accessible way to restore the sense of this literary and human expe-
rience. The way he had for those of Montale was the same age, the way it’s for all those who still read 
the verses of the great poet drawing emotions and signs of life. 

tHe AutHor
enrico testa was born in 1956 in Genoa, where he teaches History of the Italian language at the uni-
versity. After Le faticose attese (San Marco dei Giustiniani 1988), he published with Einaudi the poetry 
collections In controtempo (1994), La sostituzione (2001), Pasqua di neve (2008) e Ablativo (2013). Also 
with Einaudi he edited Quaderno di traduzioni di Giorgio Caproni (1998), the anthology Dopo la lirica. 
Poeti italiani 1960-2000 (2005) e L'esistenza. Tutte le poesie 1980-1992 (2010). Among his essays: Lo sti-
le semplice. Discorso e romanzo (Einaudi, 1997), Per interposta persona. Lingua e poesia nel secondo 
Novecento (Bulzoni, 1999), Montale (Einaudi, 2000), Eroi e figuranti. Il personaggio nel romanzo (Einau-
di, 2009), Una costanza sfigurata. Lo statuto del soggetto nella poesia di Sanguineti (Interlinea, 2012), 
L'italiano nascosto. Una storia linguistica e culturale (Einaudi, 2014). It is among the authors of Undi-
ci per la Liguria (Einaudi, 2015).

Le Monnier Università
Essays
●  Pages: 168
●  Price: € 14,00
●  978-88-00-74697-7

All rights available
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Le Monnier Università
Essays
●  Pages: VIII-336 
●  Price: € 28,00
●  978-88-00-74550-5

All rights available

tHe WorK
The latest addition of the great «Romantic Triad» of 
Slavic Countries, with Adam Mickiewicz and Aleksandr 
S. Puskin, Taras ševcenko fascinates today’s reader for 
verse’s musicality and measure’s variety, for clarity of i-
mages and a disruptive satirical force, for poetic origi-
nality and universality of drama that he proposes. He 
combines the Cossaks wild myth with millenarian dre-
am of nation’s rebirth, individual and of people free-
dom, revolt against the oppression of the powerful 
for the sake of human dignity, fight against the «blind» 
God and praise to the Lord of Davidic Psalm. Born serf, 
released already adult, he became the pupil of the gre-
atest painter in the Petersburg of tsars; very original 
painter and brilliant poet, he made of the Ukrainian 
people’s language the perfect tool for a very delica-
te and fulminating lyric of short poems in Dantesque and Shakespearean style, of revolutionary satire 
and universal ethics. For the first time it is offered to Italian reader a collection of essays that allows 
to know and understand a classic of world literature, with a clear and synthetic description of his po-
etics and an analytic exploration of the best texts anthologies compiled and translated (with transla-
tion) by two specialists on the matter.

tHe AutHorS
giovanna Brogi is professor of Slavic Studies at Milan University, where she teaches Ukrainian literary 
culture. President of the Italian Association of Ukrainian Studies, she is the author of many studies on 
Ukrainian literature, in addition to its work on the other Slavic literature. She is foreign member of the 
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine.

oxana Pachlovska is professor of Slavic Studies at La Sapienza University, in Rome. She is the author 
of many volumes related to the history of Ukrainian culture; she wrote the unique history of Ukrainian 
literature published in the West after 1991.

Giovanna Brogi - Oxana Pachlovska

tArAS 
ŠevcenKo
From tsarist prisons  
to Ukrainian Pantheon
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tHe WorK
Like all manuals’ «Institutions of Roman law», this is al-
so dedicated to private law. Within the rules, then, af-
ter a few pages devoted to the meaning and the right 
identification, the volume devotes several chapters, 
in order, to the right of the people, the family and 
kinship, marriage, the acts and legal facts, defense and 
exercise of the rights, legal relationships and bonds, re-
al rights and possession, and finally to the successions 
and donations. Unlike what happens mostly in the o-
ther hand, however, in each of the chapters, the mat-
ter is declined in an historical perspective, which out-
lines the evolution in the centuries of the different 
institutions, with a focus, where it is possible, to the 
problems of origin and the comparison with other sy-
stems. As well as with the aim of training those who 

will devote themselves to legal professions, in fact, this book was written hoping that will help us to 
reflect on the historicity of law, and thus to the variety of its forms in time and space.

tHe AutHor
eva cantarella, since 1989 Professor of «Institutions of Roman Law» and «ancient Greek Law» at the 
University of Milan, has taught in many Italian and foreign universities, including New York University, 
the University of Texas at Austin, Granada, Barcelona, Santiago de Compostela and the Italian Archae-
ological School of Athens. Among his fields of interest are the relations between anthropology and 
law, the Homeric law, criminal law, women’s history and that of sexuality. Much of his many books are 
translated into several languages, from English into German, French into Greek, Spanish to Turkish and 
Finnish. He has published over one hundred articles in scientific journals and Italian and foreign collec-
tive works and has worked for many years on the cultural pages of the «Corriere della Sera» as well as 
several major periodicals. On 2 July 2001 he was named “Grand Officer of the Republic” by President 
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi.

Le Monnier Università
Synthesis/Law series
●  Pages: XVIII-398 
●  Price: € 30,00
●  978-88-00-74608-3

All rights available

Eva Cantarella 

inStitutionS 
oF romAn LAW
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Manuel Jesús Arroba Conde 
Michele Riondino

introduction 
to cAnon LAW

Le Monnier Università
Synthesis/Law series
●  Pages: X-230 
●  Price: € 24,00
●  978-88-00-74624-3

All rights available

tHe WorK
The purpose of this volume, primarily aimed at Law 
students, is to introduce the study of canon law throu-
gh the explanation of its current standards, giving pri-
ority not so much to the exegetical method, but to 
the ultimate foundation of the entire system: the cen-
trality of each person in the church community. In this 
perspective, from a methodological point of view, the 
guidance to the knowledge of canon law which now 
offers, it not responds to the commentaries of clas-
sic genre. In fact, the presentation of the provisions of 
the canons intends to propose itself, in a systematic 
and organized approach, gathering together issues and 
explaining the legal concepts typical of church law. It 
adds examples to facilitate the understanding of the 
various content, as well as synthetic reflections that 
recall the main features common to the canonical legal experience from a cultural point of view.

tHe AutHorS
J. manuel Arroba conde (1957) is professor of procedural canon law at the Pontifical Lateran Univer-
sity where he’s President of the Institutum Utriusque Juris and Director of the magazine «Apollinaris». 
He is the ecclesiastical Judge and Legal secretary of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura. 
Among his many publications: Try and defense in the process of nullity of canonical marriage. Con-
troversial issues (2008), Procedural Law Canon (VI ed. 2012), Test result and motivational technique in 
Matrimonial Matters (2013) .

michele riondino (1978) is professor of canonical penal law at the Pontifical Lateran University, whe-
re he also teaches Law of minors, and lecturer in Canon Law at the LUMSA of Rome . He is the author 
of: Restorative Justice and Mediation in the canonical penal law (2011) , Family and Children. Legal 
and canonical issues (2011) and numerous articles, published in national and international legal journals.
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tHe WorK
The book analyzes the historical and legal aspects of 
the integration process of the European Continent as 
today goes within the European Union. They take in-
to consideration the founding values of the Union, the 
historical process that led to the current structure, the 
system of sources, its institutions, the ways in which 
European Union law is effective within the Italian le-
gal system. Constant reference point is the double si-
ze (which is twice as democratic legitimacy) present 
within the EU: on the one hand the role that the Sta-
tes continually hold to power the mutual legal inte-
gration process, economic, social and political; from 
another part of the growing contribution to the deve-
lopment of this process that is required to individuals 
(citizens and foreigners) living within the Member Sta-

tes. The book is distinguished from manuals available on the market for a college minor technicality 
of informations and a greater attention to the cultural aspects of a process that is still analyzed in its 
legal dimension.

tHe AutHorS
nicoletta Parisi is Professor of International Law at the Department of Law, University of Catania, 
where he taught Law of the European Union. He teaches Comparative Public Law at the Catholic U-
niversity S.C. Since 2014 is member of the National Anti-Corruption Authority Board, for which is re-
sponsible, in particular, of the International Relations. It is a member of assessment bodies for research 
and management of legal journals Committees. It is part of the research groups in legal internationa-
list matters. He has published monographs and contributions in the field of public international law, in 
particular: international human rights law, transnational crime, the European criminal law, European ju-
dicial cooperation in criminal matters.

valentina Petralia is Professor of European Union Law at the Department of Law, University of Cata-
nia, and teaches European Union Law at the Department of Humanities of the same University. He is 
a member of the committee drafting the Italian legal journals. It is part of the research groups in legal 
internationalist matters. He has published monographs and contributions in the field of public interna-
tional law, in particular: international human rights law and European criminal procedure.

Le Monnier Università
Synthesis/Law series
●  Pages: XX-348 
●  Price: € 29,00
●  978-88-00-74664-9

All rights available
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tHe educAtion  
oF Lev vygotSKiJ
Mediations and historical-cultural  
dimension in education
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tHe WorK
This volume reviews opera and thinking of the aca-
demic and scientist Lev Vygotskij, illustrating his con-
tribute to pedagogy and human behaviour’s sciences. 
Talking about Vygotskij, at the present time, is impor-
tant because he can be considered as the real modern 
founder of a pedagogy and a psychology opened to 
disciplines such as neurology, ethnology, ethology, so-
ciology, history and philosophy. The book explains 
how much the historical and cultural method is the 
beating heart of an original conception of human de-
velopment and learning, that can help those who cur-
rently work in the school sector but also in that socio-
educational and intercultural one. The Vygotskij’s work 
brings a brilliant contribute to the importance of me-
diated learning and to its social and historical-social di-
mension; these aspects can currently help and inspire educators and teachers, as well as scholastic and 
educational psychologists. The Vygotskij’s pedagogical conceptions are a really innovative methodo-
logical base and topical for those who are today concerned about scholastic program’s and education 
system’s reform, while the historical-cultural dimension is, today, an essential aspect of most modern 
visions of learning processes in the age of globalisation and multiculturalism.

tHe AutHorS
Alain goussot was (1956-2016) educationalist, educator, historian, philosopher and teacher of special 
pedagogy at the Psychology Department of Bologna University. He is author of many books on inclu-
sive education, on active pedagogies, on develop learning, on disability and interculturality; he focu-
sed his researches on the link between education, anthropological dimension and citizenship rights. 

riziero Zucchi is educationalist, researcher of educative processes and founder, with Augusta Molet-
to, of the parents’ pedagogic methodology. He teaches at First Education’s Science Faculty, Turin U-
niversity. He has been concerned with inclusive educational practise and with family, school and ter-
ritory co-education for years. His major research topics regard the construction of educational path 
between teachers and parents.

PhIloSoPhy
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Francesco Ferretti - Ines Adornetti

From 
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to LAnguAge
Monkeys, hominids and humans 

in a Darwinian perspective

Mondadori Università 
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All rights available

tHe WorK
According to the widely held opinion prevalent in con-
temporary thought, language is the essential characte-
ristic of human nature; it is what makes humans unique 
and incomparable with the rest of the animal kingdom. 
At the basis of a conception of this kind is the thesis, 
dear to the Cartesian tradition, the “qualitative diffe-
rence” between humans and other living beings. Ac-
cording to this tradition, expressly reproduced in stan-
dard cognitive science, human language responds to 
principles which are “entirely different” from those in-
volved in animal communication to the extent of inva-
lidating any form of confrontation.
In this book a different tradition of thought is ap- 
pealed to against the neo-Cartesian approach preva-
lent today. Assuming that the differences between hu-

mans and other animals must be interpreted in terms of degree and never of quality, the authors offer 
a language model in accordance with the principles of Darwinian evolution and the basis for a natura-
listic perspective of human nature.

tHe AutHorS
Francesco Ferretti is Associate Professor of Philosophy and theory of languages   at the University of 
Roma Tre. He is the author of numerous works on the philosophy of the mind and language. Among 
his publications are, Pensare vedendo (Carocci, 1998), (Thinking by seeing), La mente degli altri. Pro-
spettive teoriche sull’autismo (edited by Editori Riuniti, 2003), (The mind of others: theoretical per-
spectives on autism), Perché non siamo speciali (Laterza, 2007), (Why we are not special), Alle origini 
del linguaggio umano (Laterza, 2010), (At the origins of human language).

ines Adornetti is a PhD student in philosophy and social sciences at the University of Rome Tor Ver-
gata. Her research interests include issues related to the naturalization of language and the mind. A-
mong her publications are: Modelli e sistemi di comunicazione (with Elisabetta Gola, Editori Riuniti, 
2009), (Models and systems of communication), Buone idee per la mente. I fondamenti cognitivi ed 
evolutivi della cultura (Cuec, 2011), (Good ideas for the mind. The cognitive and evolutionary founda-
tions of culture).



31PhIloSoPhy

Vittorio V. Alberti

tHe JeSuit PoPe
Pope Francis’s  
«incomplete thought», 
freedom and secularism

Mondadori Università
Essays
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tHe WorK
‘Incomplete thought’ is a way of thinking that does 
not close itself off, nor does it raise barriers to reflec-
tion: it is a thought that poses challenges to dialogue. 
It is not definitive, static or coercive. Instead it is inqui-
sitive, open, creative and restless. The expression was 
used by Pope Francis to define a trait of the Jesuit in-
tellectual. But who are the Jesuits? And most impor-
tantly, what is Jesuit about Francis Pope?
This book aims to answer the question, in an ‘incom-
plete’ manner, addressing the believer and non-belie-
ver in the knowledge that tackling these issues leads 
inevitably to reflection on what the Church is and 
confronting the idea of   God, whether the latter be 
accepted or denied. The Jesuit Pope therefore discus-
ses freedom and secularism, as part of a biographical 
itinerary on the part of the author - layman and scholar of philosophy - who is now an official of the 
Holy See of Pope Francis and who has always frequented the Jesuits.

tHe AutHor
vittorio v. Alberti (Rome, 1978), a philosopher and writer, is editor of the ‘Summary Dialectic “(www.
sintesidialettica.it), former professor of Philosophy (Pontifical Lateran University), and is an official of 
the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace. He is working with the Court of the Gentiles, the Sturzo 
Institute, the Encyclopedia G. Treccani, the TV channel Rai Educational, the Fanfani Foundation, the 
Baicr Consortium, the Experimental Film Centre, L’Espresso, Social Updates, the Catholic Civilization, 
New Contemporary History, Reset, Liberal, l’Unità and the Conquests of Labour. He is author or edi-
tor of the following titles: Il mondo di Leone XIII (2006) (The World of Leo XIII), La DC e il terrorismo 
nell’Italia degli anni di piombo (2008) (The DC and terrorism in Italy during the Seventies), Nuovo U-
manesimo, Nuova Laicità (2012) (New Humanism, New Secularism), Il concetto di pace (2013) (The con-
cept of peace).
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Maddalena Mazzocut-Mis

outLineS oF  
AeStHeticS
topics and Problems

Le Monnier Università
Synthesis
●  Pages: 176
●  Price: € 14,00
●  978-88-00-74525-3
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tHe WorK
By approaching the thematic reconstruction of cru-
cial aesthetics’ questions with a punctual recognition 
of historic dynamics that have gone through reflec-
tion on arts, this book introduce the reader to an area 
of study that has been his disciplinary initiation during 
the eighteenth century, but that has animated philo-
sophical reflection from the dawn. The text is divided 
in two parts: in the first part analyzed aesthetics’ main 
issues, from the antiquity to nowadays, especially fo-
cusing on some concepts such as imitation and ex-
pression, genius and creation, and finally acceptance 
and fruition. In the second part the text bring the mat-
ter of the plural universe of aesthetic categories, out-
lining an itinerary where the analysis progressively mo-
ve from traditional range of beauty to ambiguous and 

charming territories of sublime, tragic, bad, grotesque and kitsch.

tHe AutHor
maddalena mazzocut-mis is lecturer of Aesthetic and Aesthetic of the show at the University of Mi-
lan. Among her most recent publications are reminded: Il gonzo sublime. Dal patetico al kitsch (Mila-
no, 2005; Paris, 2010); Corpo e voce della passione. L’estetica attoriale di Jean-Baptiste Du Bos (Mila-
no, 2010); Mostro. L’anomalia e il deforme nella natura e nell’arte (Milano, 1992; ristampa riveduta e 
corretta 2013). He has published with Le Monnier: Animalità. Idee estetiche sull’anima degli animali 
(2003); Il senso del limite. Il dolore, l’eccesso, l’osceno (2009; French translation: Paris, 2012; English tran-
slation, Newcastle upon Tyne: 2012); La forma della passione: linguaggi narrativi e gestuali del Sette-
cento francese (2014). She’s one of the editor of Entrare nell’opera: i Salons di Diderot. Selezione an-
tologica e analisi critica (2012).
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Marco Accordi Rickards
Francesca Vannucchi
With an introduction by Michele Rak

video gAmeS
Market, games and players

Mondadori Università
Essays
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tHe WorK
The video game has been for a long time an emer-
ging medium because of the numbers of people u-
sing it (about 130 million players), the heterogeneity of 
the groups that use it, its growing revenue, the variety 
and complexity of its texts/works, its continued con-
tamination of texts and genres, and for its role in glo-
bal culture. These components have aligned the video 
game to the technology of communication from the 
1970s, and have opened perspectives for research on 
simulation and enable new hypotheses about the in-
creasingly blurred margins of the relationship between 
work and leisure. The book illustrates many aspects of 
video games and its criticisms. It describes the stages 
of their growth, reports successes and flops of both 
companies and games; it demonstrates their structu-
re, which tends increasingly to use people, plots, scripts, and landscapes from all the other media. The 
video game is, along with the mobile phone, the most advanced frontier of communication and si-
gnals the limits of change which are continually being moved forward. This affects all communities in 
the world who are transforming their traditions, modifying their custom, altering their ways of lear-
ning and their formation processes.

tHe AutHorS
marco Accordi rickards, journalist, writer and critic, is the founder and director of VIGAMUS, the 
Museum of Video Games in Rome. He teaches Theory and Criticism of interactive multimedia works 
at the University of Rome Tor Vergata. Among his works are, The video game professions (with P. Fri-
gnani, Tunué, 2010), David Cage (with M. Romanini and G. De Gregori, Unicopli, 2012), Video Games and 
propaganda (with A. Padula, Universitalia, 2012).

Francesca vannucchi has a Ph.D. in science of the text (literature, visual culture and communication, 
from the University of Siena). She teaches the sociology of cultural communication at the University 
of Rome Tor Vergata. Her books include: Comunicare con il libro (Communicating with the book) (e-
dited by M. Rak) (Mondadori Università, 2011), La promozione della lettura in Italia (The promotion of 
reading in Italy) (with M. Savioli) (Istituto Poligrafico and Zecca dello Stato, 2012). 

michele rak is one of the 13 members of the European Panel for the European Heritage Label (Brus-
sels) that works on European identity. A historian and a theorist, he studies social dynamics under the 
influence of the language of art and the processes of globalization. He has taught at the Universities 
of Naples, Palermo and Siena and at the LUISS-Guido Carli School of Journalism.
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Ennio Di Nolfo

tHe AtLAntic 
WorLd And tHe 
gLoBALiSAtion

europe and United States: history, 
economy and politics

tHe WorK
A close interdependence exists between the European 
Union and the USA: the issue is the subject of debates 
in European Parliament. This volume discusses the un-
coupling between planned economy and capitalistic 
economy and the way in which Western countries li-
ved the Cold War. Bipolar confrontation was accom-
panied by a dialectic internal to the Atlantic system. 
The fall of USSR changed global relationships, without 
affecting the interdependence of capitalistic produc-
tion method. On the other side, new problems arose, 
such as USA’s domination and the growth of new for-
ces, like China and India. It was about challenges for 
the Atlantic system, that still prevails, but in perspec-
tive it can be overwhelmed by Asiatic competition. 
These are reasons for a new Atlantic agreement, which 

shall create an economic-political subject playing a central role in global economy.
Three chapters of this essay report the importance of the theme in political and statistical terms and 
with a reconstruction of negotiations’ phases.

tHe AutHor
ennio di nolfo (1930-2016) was emeritus professor of History of international relationship at Florence 
University and president of Inter-University Machiavelli Centre for International History. He published 
a series of very succesfull volumes, including: Mussolini e la politica estera italiana 1919-1933 (Padua, 
1960); Europa e Italia nel 1855-56 (Rome, 1967); Vaticano e Stati Uniti 1939-1952. Dalle carte di Myron 
C. Taylor (Milan, 1978); Le paure e le speranze degli italiani 1943-53 (Milan, 1986, Acqui storia Award); 
Dagli Imperi militari agli Imperi tecnologici. La politica internazionale nel XX secolo (Rome-Bari, 2002, 
Sissco Award 2003); Storia delle Relazioni internazionali dal 1918 ai giorni nostri (Rome-Bari, 2008); Pri-
ma lezione di Storia delle relazioni internazionali (Rome-Bari, 2006); La Gabbia infranta. Gli Alleati e 
l’Italia dal 1943 al 1945 (co-author M. Serra); La Guerra Fredda e l’Italia (1941-1989) (Florence, 2010); Il Di-
sordine internazionale (Milan, 2012). 
He combined his history activity with an intense political journalism activity as political commenta-
tor in many newspapers.

Mondadori Università
Essays
●  Pages: X-214
●  Price: € 16,00
●  978-88-6184-355-4

All rights available
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Foreword by Lucio Caracciolo

tHe contemPorAry 
irAn
Domestic and international  
challenges of a strategic country

Mondadori Università
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tHe WorK
Iran is a key country. Its position, its station and its cul-
tural heritage make that it exercises a notable influen-
ce on the stability or not of the world and the Middle 
Eastern area. Nation with a complex and at times con-
tradictory identity (between East and West, moder-
nity and tradition), it has exerted this function in an 
ambivalent way throughout history. Its foreign po-
licy, in fact, has been for many years also a reflection 
of changes developed in its internal borders. Curren-
tly, Iran has an Islamic Republic, a curious example of 
«hybrid Regime». Its dynamics, besides, have often an-
ticipated very important and wider developments at 
global level. As, for instance, the Khomeini-like revolu-
tion of 1979 has kicked off the diffusion of Political I-
slamism, the 2009 green wave has preceded the «Ara-
bic Springs» of two years later. This volume intends to offer to readers a lively, but at the same time 
in-depth, tool for analysis in order to facilitate the comprehension of this nation, enigmatic and not 
easily decipherable, but among the most decisive for our future

tHe AutHorS
Pejman Abdolmohammadi is a researcher of Persian origin who teaches History and Institutions of 
Middle East Countries at Genova University and who is Lecturer in Political Science/Middle Eastern 
Studies at the John Cabot University in Rome. Among his recent works: La Repubblica Islamica dell’I-
ran: il pensiero politico dell’ayatollah Khomeini (De Ferrari 2009) and Soccer breeds nationalism and 
anti-regime protests in Iran in «Washington Post» (June 2014).

giampiero cama teaches Political Science and International Relationship at Genova University. He has 
primarily been concerned, from a comparative perspective, with political institutions of democratisa-
tion processes. Among his recent works: Banca d’Italia (il Mulino 2010) and Guerre, conflitto distribu-
tivo, istituzioni. La nascita della democrazia in Europa (ECIG 2012).
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criSiS  
or decLine?

reflections on the Western  
model of development

Mondadori Università
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tHe WorK
The size and the persistence of current crisis require a 
radical reconsideration of the Western development 
model. The twenty-first century seems to undergo a 
“perfect storm”: on one side the contractions of mo-
rality and education undermine citizen qualities; on 
the other the expansion of the development exacer-
bates the journey towards a growing environmental 
pollution, an increasingly exasperated division betwe-
en rich and poor countries, an increase in wealth for 
the already riches and new and more radical poverty. 
The result is a vicious spiral whose point of equilibrium 
brings into play scenarios to which we were not pre-
pared or predicted: immigration and culture of rejec-
tion, malnutrition and obesity, refusal/inability to see 
our world in very poor condition. It seems almost a 

challenge unlikely, that the intelligence of men, however, if willing, will gather and, as usual, to win.

tHe AutHor
Sandro Bernardini (Rome, 1947) is Professor of Sociology at the University of Studies “La Sapienza” 
of Rome and Director of the Department of Social and Economic Sciences. He directed the Scien-
ce-Society page of the newspaper «Avanti!». From 1980 to 1983. He promoted, and held from 1981 to 
2001, the preparation of Sociology Institute of the Italian Encyclopedia, founded by G. Treccani. From 
2015 to date he has published: Sociological Hermeneutics (Rubbettino, Soveria Mannelli, 2015); A long 
march. The construction of humanity from hominid to Sapiens. From them to us (Rubbettino, Sove-
ria Mannelli, 2015); Lessons of Sociology: Vico and Kant (Armando, Rome, 2016).
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Roberto Peruzzi

diPLomAtS,  
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And mAndArinS
the origins of the financial  
and diplomatic end 
of the celestial empire
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tHe WorK
The Sino-Japanese War of 1894-198 was a turning point 
of international relationships. The defeated Chine-
se Empire had to accept degrading conditions, inclu-
ding the payment of enormous war reparations that 
generated a complex diplomatic and financial game, 
whose stake was the possibility to create a political 
and economic pressure on the Country through its in-
debtedness. The affair of repairs was paradoxical: the 
Japanese, winners, increased the perception of a ‘be-
trayed victory’ because of the Western action; Great 
Britain, financial centre of the ‘first globalization’, was 
humiliated particularly in the field on which it was do-
minating from a brilliant Russian financial initiative su-
stained by Parisian business Houses; China, defeated, 
used the indebtedness as a diplomatic instrument to 
take advantage from the rivalry between foreign powers. From these events arose some ‘paradigms’ 
of foreign and financial Chinese policy, that still characterize China’s action in international system. 

tHe AutHor
roberto Peruzzi taught and still teaches History of International Relationships, History of Western A-
sia, History of contemporary China and International Relationships at Bologna, Florence, Padua and Ve-
nice Universities. He deals with diplomatic and financial relationships between the People’s Republic 
of China and Europe. Among his publications: Diplomazia e finanza alle origini del lungo XX secolo, in 
M. Campus (edited by), Sviluppo, crisi, integrazione. Temi di storia delle relazioni internazionali per il 
XXI secolo (Bruno Mondadori, 2012), Le relazioni finanziarie tra il Regno Unito e la Repubblica popo-
lare cinese, 1949-1974, in C. Meneguzzi e G. Samarani (a cura di), La Cina di Mao, l’Italia e l’Europa negli 
anni della Guerra Fredda, 1949-1974 (Il Mulino, 2014).
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(edited by)
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tHe WorK
The volume is a blog of many experiences (compa-
nies, institutions, experts) towing Italian System in the 
Gulf and the Mediterranean. It’s the core business of 
our country who looks towards the future, seizing the 
showcase of Expo 2015, in Milan, and Expo 2020, in Du-
bai, to not to remain in a standstill in front of aggres-
sive international competitors. This is a «risiko» with 
a restrict timing. Gulf’s Countries make money with 
petrol, but petrol isn’t a stable wealth; so they feed 
(own) financial system through a diversification of in-
vestments. The one who’ll do it better, will take home 
great results. In the period 2011-2035, oil sector will ta-
ke in Gulf Countries earnings for 18 trillion dollars, t-
wo and a half times the values recorded in the period 
1979-2010. A flow of capital available for Gulf countries 

for investment in necessities, products, services, technologies and anything else Italian businessmen 
will be able to and will know to furnish. The book is a reasonable guide in order to facilitate the  
task of those who intend to do business with these countries. A situation that is pushing hundreds of 
companies, according to data from Italian acceptances to major trade shows in the Gulf area countries, 
to valuate the possibility of commercial and industrial outlets. Furthermore, Italy could play a strategic 
geopolitical role , from the Mediterranean to the Gulf, also for its traditional relationships, for exam-
ple, with Arab world. The objective is twofold: bringing abroad Italian companies, and to attract in-
vestments, particularly from the Gulf, in our Country. To reach effectively this aim, the Islamic finance 
must have a primary role. We hear tell of that one, in superficial terms, identifying it, exclusively, with 
Gulf Countries that, through Founds, come in western companies and invest in all the world. In France 
and in Great Britain has been made progresses, especially in legislation. Great Britain is the first West 
Country to issue Sukuk, id est sovereign bond according to the Sharia. London intends to contend to 
Malaysia and Middle Eastern countries, the palm of the main hub of Islamic finance in the West. Why 
in Italy is all quiet?

tHe AutHorS
maurizio guandalini is one of the most trusted independent global finance analysts. He’s a lecturer, 
an international events organizer for the Istud Fundation, a journalist, a columnist and a news analyst 
for TV shows; he wrote more than 20 essays.

victor uckmar is professor emeritus at the University of Genoa, President of the Center for Business 
Taxation Researches at the Bocconi University of Milan and he teaches International Tax Law. Lawyer, 
he’s one of the greatest and most known Italian experts on tax law and he holds lots of national and 
international positions.
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tHe WorK
Looking back to go forward (when bread was polen-
ta). What is the return to agriculture if not the good 
past that returns? «Who owns the land, owns the 
country», is the guiding principle of the environmen-
talist Wendell Berry, good, clean and right food’s pro-
moter. And then we had Expo 2015, in Milan, energy 
for life, feed the planet, the food. The food, in its va-
rious manifestations, the sharing economy and wha-
tever revolves around it. A whole, indivisible, package. 
It’s a movement, an evolution, a transformation, held 
in the big belly of the green economy. The Green New 
Deal goes where lifestyle is. What you eat, the house 
you live in, how you move, how you dress, the school, 
the town, the district, the street lighting, the trash, the 
social relationships: all these things are green. It can’t 
exists a smart city with a stupid citizenship (and even a smart city a bit silly). And a smart technology 
is useless without a community that knows and wants use it. The future utopia will be that of living 
elegantly within the limits. It’s an unstoppable flow, a «Green Attack», because it comes in an historic 
period ready for these extraordinary changes, waited for ages. «Sustainable» means «capable of futu-
re». Smart cities, car sharing, ecological districts, gardens, social town planning, agricultural and biolo-
gical energy, renewable’s crisis, and their evolution, the optical fibre, healthy eating, food waste, land 
value, new farmers who bet on agriculture without chemicals, high/low, new/old are treated in the bo-
ok with accurate studies, reports, case studies, experiments, often unpublished, in order to provide to 
the reader a picture as closely as possible to Italy’s future. Authors are representatives of companies, 
institutions, professionals, actually witnesses best equipped and capable of telling the change. They a-
re input, ideas, because we want to contaminate, to ensure that it engages the viral effect. Bring order 
to some projects and giving a common strategic direction. A volume that will act as a developer of i-
deas. A map to orientate, to work, to trace a piece of future. The only will, and the spirit, is to change 
direction and to bring out a soul, to suggest that the situation it’s not serious. 

tHe AutHorS
maurizio guandalini is one of the most trusted independent global finance analysts. He’s a lecturer, 
an international events organizer for the Istud Fundation, a journalist, a columnist and a news analyst 
for TV shows; he wrote more than 20 essays.

victor uckmar is professor emeritus at the University of Genoa, President of the Center for Business 
Taxation Researches at the Bocconi University of Milan and he teaches International Tax Law. Lawyer, 
he’s one of the greatest and most known Italian experts on tax law and he holds lots of national and 
international positions.
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ricHArd nixon 
And tHe itALiAn 
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tHe WorK
Result of a long and accurate research in American, 
British and Italian archives, this volume offers the first 
study entirely dedicated to relationship between USA 
and Italy during the first Nixon’s administration: a de-
cisive period for the conjuncture of Italian and Inter-
national history, rich in dramatic events like the massa-
cre of Piazza Fontana, the Borghese attempted coup, 
the youth revolt, the electoral offence of MP right-
wing, the division of Socialist Unified Party, which en-
ded with the crisis of centre-left and the fleeting re-
turn to centrism with Giulio Andreotti’s governments. 
By retracing the facts of this period, the author que-
stions upon some questions that are decisive for the 
comprehension of contemporary Italian history: what 
was the role actually played by the USA in national po-

litics? And what was the impact on the Italian political parties, in particular, the authorization for the 
new program of illegal financing, strongly wanted by the new ambassador in Italy, Graham Martin?

tHe AutHor
Luigi guarna, reseacher in History of International Relations at Florence University, is Temporary Re-
search Associate at the Political Science Department of the same University. He cooperates with the 
Program of Oral History of Italian foreign policy and he is the author of contributes on relationships 
between Italy and USA after the Second World War. In 2006 he won the Premio Optime from the In-
dustrial Union of Turin.
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Leonardo Campus

tHe Six dAyS tHAt 
SHooK tHe WorLd
the cuban missile crisis 
and its international perceptions

Le Monnier
Essays/Quaderni di storia
●  Pages: XIV-546
●  Price: € 28,00
●  978-88-00-74532-1 

All rights available

tHe WorK
Turning point of the Cold War as well as of the on-
going nuclear age, the Cuban Crisis is one of the most 
studied events by international historiography. This 
book – the first Italian one over this matter in twen-
ty years – not only adds details to an ample and varie-
gated production, but also it implements a reversal of 
perspective, both rebuilding events, and their interna-
tional perceptions. The atomic power game occurred 
in October 1962 was a global shock, able to arouse re-
actions in most different contexts, indeed: among go-
vernments, public opinions, average, intellectual, poli-
tical scientists, artists, scientists, religious. And we are 
talking about revealing reactions, as USA’s and Italy’s 
cases demonstrate in this book. Starting by a reinter-
pretation of Braudel and McLuhan and relying on an 
ample new documentation found within seven years of research (between archives of many States 
and an in-depth analysis of the international press of those days), the book on the one hand shows 
the nature of the crisis like a global experience, and on the other one, it starts to investigate its so-
cio-cultural side, neglected to date, but destined to become the next frontier of the historiografy 
on this event.

tHe AutHor
Leonardo campus (1980) is researcher in Contemporary History at «La Sapienza» University, in Rome. 
He lectured and published many studies, in Italy and abroad, about the Cuba Crisis. In 2012 he claimed 
the «Kennedy Grant» from the Freie Universität of Berlin. He is also the author of Non solo canzonet-
te. L’Italia della ricostruzione e del miracolo attraverso il Festival di Sanremo (Le Monnier, 2015). He 
has been working for years as a Rai journalist and consultant («La Storia siamo noi», «Raistoria»).

Winner
Friuli Storia National Prize 2015
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tHe WorK
The volume focuses on the political and religious ten-
sions existing within Islam. From a contemporary per-
spective, the book discusses topics including: authori-
ty and leadership; the divide between Sunni and Shia 
Islam and their different socio-religious structures; the 
emergence of political Islam, with its neo-traditiona-
list and radical souls; the attempt to construct, with 
different outcomes and in different forms, an “Islamic 
State”, both in the Sunni and Shia spheres; Al Qaeda 
Jihadism and the IS; and the case of the fighters from 
Western countries, second or third-generation immi-
grants or people who converted to Islam, joining these 
organisations. The analysis is conducted with a socio-
logical and politological approach.

tHe AutHor
renzo guolo, is Associate Professor of Sociology of Islam and Sociology of Politics at the University 
of Padova. Among his most recent publications: The Last Utopia (Milan, 2015), Who Grasps the Cross 
(Rome-Bari, 2011), Front Line Generation (Milan, 2008), Is Islam Compatible with Democracy? (Rome-
Bari, 2007), The Imam Way (Rome-Bari, 2007), God’s Party (Milan, 2004), The Islamic Fundamentalism 
(Rome-Bari, 2002). He is an editorialist for the newspaper la Repubblica.
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tHe united 
StAteS And 
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Mondadori Università
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●  Price: € 21,00
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tHe WorK
The volume examines American politics regarding Iran 
of Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi in a crucial passage 
for Iranian history, and the evolution of American po-
litics towards the Middle Eastern. Through an analysis 
of American and British new sources, this study fol-
lows USA politics’ trend towards Teheran during the 
so-called «decade of development», showing limits 
and contradictions of the project for the modernisa-
tion of the Third World drawn up by Washington, and 
political, social and economic transformations, that 
swept Iran in the 1960s, marking the fate of the Count-
ry just a few years from revolution. 

tHe AutHor
claudia castiglioni, researcher in History of Interna-
tional Relationships at Florence University, is Temporary Research Associate at the Political Science 
Department at the same University. She was post-doctoral fellow at the Woodrow Wilson Internatio-
nal Center for Scholars, at the Johns Hopkins School for Advanced International Studies (Washington 
DC), at the London School of Economics and at the Ca’ Foscari University in Venice. She is the author 
of a series of contributions on American and European politics towards Iran, which include: No Lon-
ger a Client, Not Yet a Partner: the US-Iranian alliance in the Johnson years, in «Cold War History».
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ScIeNzA e FIloSoFIA

tHe SerieS
I think – is the moving way in which Charles Darwin first introduces his revolutionary idea of life by way 
of a hypothesis to prove. It is a sketch that he calls ‘tree of life’ and then changes to ‘coral of life’, be-
cause the branches of coral are richer and more complex than those of a tree. In this almost childish 
picture, where the letters at the ends of the branches represent living creatures, some more closely re-
lated than others, one can already see extraordinary insight into the living unit. 
No other symbol could better represent the spirit of this editorial initiative and the adventure of 
knowledge, whose basic ingredients are a critical spirit, open-mindedness and the ability to think 
about the world in a different way from how it appears.
In an effort to render even the most advanced knowledge understandable, this series does not fail to 
remind us from time to time of the humble and courageous thinkers who have brought us this far from 
the most varied of disciplines, and of those who are already reshaping our future world.

tHe coordinAtor oF tHe SerieS
Armando massarenti (1961) the coordinator of this series, is responsible for the cultural Sunday sup-
plement Il Sole 24 Ore-Domenica. He is the author of Il lancio del nano e altri esercizi di filosofia mini-
ma (1986) (The nano launch and other exercises in minimum philosophy), winner of the Castiglioncello 
Philosophical Prize 2007 and the Città delle rose Non-fiction Prize 2007, Staminalia. Le cellule «etiche» 
e i nemici della ricerca (2008) (Staminalia. “Ethical” cells and the enemies of research, Il filosofo tasca-
bile. Dai presocratici a Wittgenstein. 44 ritratti per una storia del pensiero in miniatura (2009) (The 
pocket philosopher: from the Pre-Socratics to Wittgenstein. 44 portraits for a miniature history of 
thought), and Dizionario delle idee non comuni (2010) (Dictionary of uncommon ideas), all published 
by Guanda. He also edited for Laterza Stramaledettamente logico. Esercizi filosofici su pellicola (Dam-
ned logical: Philosophical exercises on film) and for Einaudi (together with P. Donghi and G. Corbellini), 
Bi(blio)etica. Istruzioni per l’uso, a dictionary of bioethics on which Luca Ronconi based   a play in 2006. 
Both Staminalia and The nano launch also inspired plays and an educational experiment promoted by 
the Italian Philosophical Society.

Series coordinated by Armando Massarenti
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tHe WorK
Two and a half centuries have passed since the publi-
cation of Beccaria’s On Crime and Punishments, the 
masterpiece he completed at the age of 25, which ma-
de him the most quoted Italian thinker in history of 
Western thought, Law and Political Science, together 
with Machiavelli. 
Beccaria’s name is often associated to the highest hu-
manistic, enlightened and liberal values. Catherine II 
the Great, Voltaire and Thomas Jefferson, as well as 
Jeremy Bentham, Jean Baptiste Say, Stendhal and Karl 
Marx considered his works as one of the highest ex-
pressions of European culture. Beccaria’s principles of 
criminal law, together with Montaigne’s ones on the 
separation of powers, Rousseau’s on popular soverei-
gnty and Voltaire’s civil rights are veritable cornersto-
nes of the Age of European Enlightenment. In what sense was Cesare Beccaria an economist and how 
can he be compared to Adam Smith, who’s usually considered the founding father of Economics and 
the greatest thinker of his century? This biography combines scientific accuracy with historicity – it 
can also be read as novel, and it reconstructs the less known aspects of Beccaria’s life and works.

tHe AutHor
carlo Scognamiglio Pasini comes from a well-known Milanese family; he studied Economics at the 
Bocconi University and at the London School of Economics. Currently, he is professor emeritus of Ap-
plied Economics at the Luiss-Guido Carli University of Rome, of which he’s been rector from 1984 to 
1992. He’s one of the most known spokespersons of Italian liberalism. He was President of the Italian 
Senate of the Republic, Minister of Defence and president of the Apen Institute, of which he’s still ho-
norary president. Besides the French Academy prize for Economics (1988) he has received numerous 
aknowledgements for his scientific works, essays, monographies and university textbooks. This bio-
graphy of Cesare Beccaria’s enriches the list of the critical biographies he wrote, the most famous of 
which on Smith and Keynes.

Carlo Scognamiglio Pasini

tHe Art 
oF WeALtH
cesare Beccaria, economist
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Giovanni Bignami - Andrea Sommariva

goLd From  
ASteroidS  

And ASPArAguS  
From mArS

reality and Myths of the Space 
exploration

Mondadori Università
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●  Price: € 16,00
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tHe WorK
From the end of Project Apollo (1972), no one has e-
ver left the Earth. Those were years in which budget 
of NASA reached an incredible 4% of United States 
PIL. Since then, the Space Station has represented 
the most important space policy’s enterprise, becau-
se it has taught us to work together. Together we’ll 
be back to the space, away from Earth, towards Mars. 
In global, postcapitalistic, future, we’ll create public-
private businesses to turn a profit by spatial activi-
ty. Asteroids are a fine material mines (literally), able 
to repay an investor better than any Klondikes’s lands 
buyers before the gold-rush, but also to train men (and 
women) and vehicle to hard missions in deep space. 
At the moment we’re studying a new propeller in or-
der to arrive, in twenty years, to cultivate asparagus on 

Mars, and then, after some decades, to visit nearest star’s planets, where our explorer’s destiny push us.

tHe AutHorS
giovanni Bignami is one of the most famous astrophysicist in Italy and Europe. Academic of France 
and Lincei, he has been president of the Italian Space Agency, of the Committee on Space Research 
(COSPAR) and of the National Institute of Astrophysics. He has written hundreds of publications, and 
leaded space missions, receiving awards in US, France (Legion of Honor) and Italy. He believes that mul-
timedia communication can be a way, also political, to connect science and citizens. He’s columnist 
on «La Stampa» and «L’Espresso», and he’s present in some television’s channels, like SKY, RAI (in Pie-
ro Angela’s show) and RAI Scuola. His books are translated in seven languages. He has published with 
Mondadori: Cosa resta da scoprire (2011), Il futuro spiegato ai ragazzi (con C. Bellon, 2012) e ll miste-
ro delle sette sfere (2013).

Andrea Sommariva is an economist; after working for international agencies, he has spent long years 
in the Far East, where he has collaborated, like consultant, for many international agencies. His interest 
for astronautics take place from a recent collaboration with Giovanni Bignami and from long discus-
sions on possible effects of employing space on global economy and international relations. Currently 
he’s member of the International Academy of Astronautics. He has published two books on Germany’s 
monetary history and on monetary union in Europe. Recently, he has published with Giovanni Bignami 
A Scenario for Interstellar Exploration and Its Financing (Springer Briefs in Space Development, 2013). 
He contribute to the magazine «Astropolitics», that is dedicated at the analysis of political, economic 
and military implications of using space.
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tHe WorK
In July 2012 the existence of the ‘Higgs boson’, the 
smallest of all the subatomic particles so far discove-
red was confirmed experimentally in the CERN labora-
tories in Geneva; it had been theorized by Peter Higgs 
as early as 1964 and was released to the world as the 
‘God particle’.
This discovery is a major breakthrough in particle 
physics and confirmation of the standard model of 
the universe, going in the direction of the Theory of 
Everything, the theory of unified forces, which physics 
has been chasing for decades.
To reach the first experimental confirmation nearly 50 
years of theoretical development has been necessary 
and the construction of the world’s largest machine, 
the LHC, Large Hadron Collider, a-27 km-long ring lo-
cated 100 metres beneath the territory of Geneva. The success of this challenge was one on which at 
first few would bet, and it accompanies the very history of CERN, the European Organisation for Nu-
clear Research which Luciano Maiani has been director of for five years.
This challenge came at the height of the Cold War when European and American scientists were on 
opposite sides. It was not only a scientific and engineering challenge, but also an economic and finan-
cial one; more than once during the life of CERN and the construction of the LHC, the enormous fun-
ding that the company required were endangered, due to short-sightedness and political conflicts.
Luciano Maiani accompanies us throughout this history, from CERN’s initial idea to the exciting time 
of the experimental confirmation and its communication to the scientific community and the media.
From personal memory, but with the objectivity that characterizes the essential attitude of a scientist, 
Maiani recounts the full range of illusions and disillusions, enthusiasm and moments of despair, theo-
retical junctions and personal relationships that enabled them to build and operate this unique machi-
ne, constantly inventing absolutely cutting-edge technologies and technical and managerial solutions 
to address and solve problems that no one had ever faced before.

tHe AutHorS
Luciano maiani was from 1993 to 1997 president of the INFN (National Institute of Nuclear Physics) and 
from 1999 to 2003 he is the second Italian to be general director of CERN, after Carlo Rubbia. Under 
the leadership of Maiani, CERN made the crucial decision to switch from physics at the Large Electron-
Positron Collider (LEP, with which fundamental results were obtained between 1989 and 2000) to the 
pioneering of the ‘Large Hadron Collider’, currently in operation. From 2008 to 2011 he was president 
of the National Research Council. Since 1976 he has been professor of theoretical physics at the Uni-
versity of Rome La Sapienza. He is a member of the National Academy of Lincei.

romeo Bassoli (1954-2013), was an Italian journalist. Winner of the FAO Prize in 1990, has been head of 
the Press Office at the National Institute of Nuclear Physics.

Luciano Maiani
In collaboration with Romeo Bassoli

tHe Hunt oF tHe 
HiggS BoSon
Magnets, governments, scientists 
and particles in the scientific 
enterprise of the century
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tHe WorK
Skin cells and blood cells become embryonic cells, 
female mice become male and male mice beco- 
me female and species change species: there is no 
doubt that we have reached the point where defi-
ning identity at a biological level is destined to failu-
re. This is because in nature the very concept of iden-
tity seems to make little sense. The cell may decide to 
change form and function, and therefore identity, e-
ven after taking its definitive form, which until recen-
tly was considered immutable and irreversible. Gender, 
that is, being male or female, is also subject to chan-
ges that can completely distort sense. There are orga-
nisms which are bisexual or trans sexual: their dubious 
gender identity is essential for their own survival. Even 
species can change. It is precisely the lack of identity 

that makes life possible, and it is the concept of plasticity, in contrast to that of identity, to characte-
rize nature. If we assume this outlook, developments in science will be less alarming, because they will 
reveal to us what nature has already known for billions of years, and the ideological issues related to 
sex, race or species will no longer cloak themselves in a non-existent biological reality. And to hold 
up as ‘unnatural’ certain ways of behaving which are absolutely natural means to ignore the reality of 
things by choosing deliberately to be ‘against nature’.

tHe AutHor
gianvito martino, a doctor and neurologist, directs the Division of Neuroscience at the Scientific In-
stitute San Raffaele University in Milan. He is currently president of the International Society of Neu-
roimmunology (ISNI) and Honorary Professor at Queen Mary University of London (UK). In 1999 he 
founded the European School of Neuroimmunology (ESNI). He has received numerous awards for his 
research, including the Rita Levi-Montalcini Prize. His studies on brain stem cells represent a real hope 
for the development of new and more effective therapies for severe neurological diseases which a-
re currently incurable. His publications include: La medicina che rigenera. Non siamo nati per invec-
chiare (Medicine that regenerates: We weren’t born to age) (2009); Identità e mutamento. La biolo-
gia in bilico (Identity and change. Biology in the balance) (2010, Fermi Prize City of Cecina 2011 for the 
dissemination of science) and Il cervello gioca in difesa: storie di cellule che pensano (The brain plays 
in defence: Stories of cells that think) (2013, Popular Scientific Book Prize from the Italian Book Asso-
ciation and CNR).

48 ScIeNce AND PhIloSoPhy



Gilberto Corbellini - Elisabetta Sirgiovanni

it’S ALL tHe 
BrAin’S FAuLt
An introduction to neuroethics

Mondadori Università
●  Pages: XX-252
●  Price: € 18,00
●  978-88-6184-288-5

All rights available

tHe WorK
This book discusses the impact that the research on 
the brain is having in several areas, not just in biolo-
gical and medical health fields, but also more gene-
rally socially. For a decade, neuroscience and neuro-
technology have resulted in a field of study called 
‘neuroethics’. This term refers both to the investiga-
tion of the ethical implications of research and clini-
cal practice in the field of neuroscience, and the abili-
ty to better understand how the brain processes the 
moral judgments. 
Following a historical reconstruction of the origins of 
neuroethics, the authors illustrate the problems re-
lating to the dissemination of the technology which 
more than anything else represents the advancement 
of knowledge and the applicative implications of neu-
roscience, that is neuroimaging. The book then addresses the key issues of neuroethics, from the im-
pact that neuroscientific knowledge and technologies are having on the study and on the treatment 
of psychiatric illnesses, to the controversial topic of cognitive capacity, i.e. the ability to use drugs, de-
vices or neurotechnological procedures on the brain in order to improve its performance. Lastly, star-
ting from certain rulings issued by the Italian courts, the terms of the debate are reconstructed on the 
relevance of the use of data and neuroscientific topics within judicial procedures. The book aims to 
place neuroethical and bioethical issues in a light that aims to be philosophically consistent, overco-
ming biases that have fueled confusion and misunderstandings.

tHe AutHorS
gilberto corbellini teaches Bioethics and History of medicine at the Sapienza University of Rome. 
He has written in a national and international context on the history of immunoscience, neuroscience, 
epistemology and medical ethics, and the relationship between science and politics. Among his most 
recent publications are La razionalità negata. Psichiatria e antipsichiatria in Italia (2008) (Rationality 
denied. Psychiatry and anti-psychiatry in Italy); Scienza, quindi democrazia (2011) (Science, therefore 
democracy); Scienza (2013) (Science).

elisabetta Sirgiovanni is a researcher in neuroethics at the CNR-unit of ethics of research, bioethics, 
biolaw and biopolitics. She collaborates with the unit of Medical History and Bioethics at the Sapien-
za University of Rome. Sirgiovanni has a PhD in Cognitive Science and has published scientific articles 
and essays on neuroethics and philosophy of cognitive neuroscience.

2nd PLAce
Popular Scientific Book Prize 2014
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tHe WorK
The devices based on satellite signals and on mobile te-
lephone networks allow to determine in real time the 
position within a few tens of centimeters error. How 
was it possible to get this accuracy? It is possible to 
understand it conceptually removing the geo-locator 
and isolating the ideas that compose it. Aligning the va-
rious ‘parts’, emerge also the story of how we faced in 
the past the question “Where are we?”. Meet the Ge-
ography of Ptolemy, the question of longitude, ato-
mic clocks and Einsteinian conceptions of time, space 
and gravity. The GPS system contains a wide variety of 
scientific narratives that tell how light travels, which has 
shaped the Earth as it moves a satellite around a planet 
and many other stories. These narrations are so realistic 
and detailed that allow the extraordinary precision of 

GPS. Relying on a story to know where we are certainly not new: Odysseus returned to Ithaca scrutini-
zing the constellations which – as you know – are not real objects but representations and especially 
stories. This is the charm of the GPS.

tHe AutHor
Sergio giudici graduated in Physics in 1993. After attending the master classes, has been fixed-term re-
searcher at the Scuola Normale Superiore in Pisa and since 2006 is stable researcher at the Department 
of Physics “Enrico Fermi” at Pisa’s University. He deals with experimental high-energy physics and he 
participated in several experiments at the particle accelerator at CERN in Geneva studying the asym-
metry between matter and antimatter. It is holder of Monte Carlo Methods course for Experimental 
Physics and is in charge of Scientific Toy Library Pisana (LUS). He is interested in the relationship betwe-
en history and physics education, and this is his first work of disclosure.
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tHe WorK
This book is a long narrative covering three and a half 
billion years, from the dawn of the primordial cells to 
the wealth of shapes and colours that characterizes 
present-day biodiversity. It is a long journey full of 
scientific data, detailing the discovery of the genetic 
code and the power of biotechnology. It is a narrati-
ve dotted with poignant questions of a philosophical 
nature, for example, “Was the origin of life a forced 
process” or “Was it due to chance?”, “Is there a plan 
to nature and biological evolution?”, “Are we really our 
genes?”, “Can one create life in the laboratory?”.
The narrative then reaches the final stage of the rela-
tionship between biodiversity and ecology and asks: 
why are there 25 thousand different species of fish 
and over 15 thousand different species of butterfly? 
And is all this biodiversity truly destined to perish? The questions posed and technical aspects of the 
book offer insight and food for thought.

tHe AutHor
Pier Luigi Luisi is graduated in Chemistry at the Scuola Normale Superiore in Pisa and has taught at 
ETH Zurich since 1970. He has published works in the fields of the origin of life and of synthetic biolo-
gy. Since 2003 he has been at the University of Roma Tre. He is author of over 500 articles and twelve 
books. Luisi has been at the Mind and Life Institute since 1987 (the dialogue between science and  
Buddhism); and is the founder of Cortona Week, established in 1985 at the ETH Zurich, in charge of 
the dialogue between science and secular spirituality.
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tHe WorK
There are two views on minds and brains that we take 
for granted. The first stems from the notion that the-
re is a sort of ascending scale of living creatures, which 
sees less complex and less evolved creatures placed 
on the lower rungs and the more complex and advan-
ced at the summit. This hierarchy would also apply to 
all properties of the body, including the brain. There 
would therefore also be an ascending and progressi-
ve scale of mental functions, with the top occupied by 
our species. The second is the idea that brains serve to 
give us a truthful representation of reality. The author 
believes that the two notions have in common various 
aspects, including the fact that they are both wrong.
Biologists know that to regard living organisms as mo-
re or less evolved species is meaningless. All living spe-

cies are equally evolved. The prevailing idea is that evolution is a history of the increasing complexi-
ty of structures which thus become better and better. It is easy to demonstrate that things are not 
so simple.
It is a common misconception that evolution leads to an increase in order and complexity, a straining 
towards the “Omega Point”, as Teilhard de Chardin called it. This is not the way in which modern bio-
logy conceives evolution. 
Evolution implies change, but not necessarily progress. Therefore evolution by natural selection does 
not imply the construction of more and more complex brains, because complexity of structure is not 
the criterion upon which natural selection operates, but rather selective survival and reproduction. 
Whoever said that organisms reproduce more with a more complex brain?
This leads to the second point. The complexity of mental life is traditionally associated with the fact 
that humans have a better, more complete representation of reality. 
There is no doubt that a comparison of the different species reveals different capacities. But etholo-
gists have made great progress in the study of animal communication since recognising the falsity of 
the assumption that communication is used to transmit truthful information. In nature, animal com-
munication serves mainly to deceive and trick. Perception should therefore be considered in the same 
manner: our perceptions have not been shaped by natural selection to give us a truthful picture of the 
world, but rather to deceive us well enough to survive in the world.

tHe AutHor
giorgio vallortigara is Professor of Neuroscience and Deputy Director of the Centre for Mind/Brain 
Sciences at the University of Trento. He is also Adjunct Professor at the School of Biological, Biome-
dical and Molecular Sciences at the University of New England, Australia. He is the author of over 170 
scientific articles in international journals (with over 3,000 citations) and of some books for the layman 
and he is on the editorial board of same international journals.

3rd PLAce
galileo literary Prize 2013
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tHe WorK
Almost all scholars has up until now denied the exi-
stence of ancient contacts between America and the 
Old World, but this book which investigates a seemin-
gly minor issue in the history of geography (the origin 
of a gross error of Ptolemy) demonstrates that the 
sources of the ancient Hellenistic geographer knew 
latitudes and longitudes of locations in Central Ame-
rica. This discovery forces us to review in a new light 
many aspects of history. On the one hand it shows 
how the collapse of knowledge that swept through 
the Mediterranean world at the time of the Roman 
conquest was far deeper than is generally believed. 
On the other hand it opens potential new long-term 
scenarios, revealing the possibility of replacing today’s 
dominant idea of independent and parallel evolution 
of civilizations, with a unique history, which has been linked since ancient times.

tHe AutHor
Lucio russo is involved in statistical mechanics, calculating probability and the history of science. On 
the latter subject he published La rivoluzione dimenticata (The forgotten revolution) (Feltrinelli, 1996), 
edited in English (Spring, 2004), German (2005) and other languages. Flussi e riflussi (Ebb and Flow) (Fel-
trinelli, 2003) and, with Emanuela Santoni, Ingegni minuti (Minute ingenuities) (Feltrinelli 2010). He is al-
so the author of several pamphlets, such as Segmenti e bastoncini (Segments and rods) (Feltrinelli 1998) 
La cultura componibile (The modular culture) (Liguori 2008).
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ForMA MeNtIS

tHe SerieS
How do we come to understand? How do knowledge technologies modify our minds? How do we 
make a judgement and take decisions? How does language work? And what is its relationship with 
thought? How do we understand others? How are memories fixed and recalled? Does ‘I’ exist or is it 
just an illusion? Are we really free in our actions, or do we merely dream of being so? 
These are the questions that philosophy has always posed; today cognitive science and neuroscience 
offer unexpected and increasingly articulated answers. Today we begin to understand the neural bases 
of reasoning, consciousness, emotions and their relationship with the genesis of the social and spiri-
tual world. The bases for a new vision of the human being in his cognitive, emotional and behavioural 
structuring have now been proffered.
The series, which combines philosophy, cognitive science and neuroscience, wishes to make available to 
students, scholars and the general public interested in these issues the results of these studies, addres-
sing the various issues involved in volumes that take stock of the state of the most advanced research.

tHe coordinAtor oF tHe SerieS
michele di Francesco is Rector of the Higher University School IUSS of Pavia and Professor of Logic 
and Philosophy of Science.
As President of the European Society for Analytic Philosophy, he contributes to the cultural pages of Il 
Sole 24 Ore. Di Francesco was the former president of the Italian Society for Analytic Philosophy and 
is a member of the Board of Directors and on the Scientific Committee of the Carlo Erba Foundation 
in Milan. He is one of the founders of the National Coordination of philosophy of the mind and co-
gnitive science.
Among his publications: Che fine ha fatto l’io? (What happened to the ‘I’?) (with Edoardo Boncinel-
li), 2010; Introduzione alla filosofia della mente, (Introduction to the philosophy of the mind) 2002; La 
Coscienza, (The Conscience) 2000, second edition 2005; L’io e i suoi sé. Identità personale e scienza 
della mente, (The ‘I’ and itself. Personal identity and science of the mind) 1998.
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We exist only because we interact favourably with the 
environment and the ecosistem that surrounds us. The 
environmental pressure organizes the evolution of li-
ving beings. The environment is, by definition, variable 
and in its mutability is often “polluted” by unexpected 
and unpredictable dangers that threaten our balance 
and our “biological self”. Due to this vulnerability to 
the environmental changes, living organisms have de-
veloped for billions of years a sophisticated defense 
machine, the immune system, which makes them able 
to face promptly forseen and unforseen dangers. An 
impressive and articulated machine which works con-
stantly in order to share what is necessary or not. Why 
do we fight a pathogen but we do not treat as intru-
sive a growing fetus in the womb having paternal ge-
nes foreign to the woman body? Which are friends and enemies of our body? How can the immune 
system recall and fight an antigen with the known strategies when it faces again the antigen? (Vacci-
nations, for example, work in this way). A dangerous and sophisticated game, a network based on the 
synergistic action of all organs and tissues that make our body up, first of all the brain. 
This book intends to focus properly on the interactions between brain and immune system.
It is not new that the brain should be defended, but it’s amazing which mechanisms the brain uses to 
defend itself and to counteract. A powerful war machine which uses not only atoms, molecules, cells 
and organs cooperating, but also good or bad past experiences, which can be remembered in order 
to retrace or avoid. This amazing book combines different disciplines both in biology and neuroscien-
ce in order to show how the cooperation between different parts is winning in the environmental ba-
lance required for our survival.

tHe AutHor
gianvito martino, a doctor and neurologist, directs the Division of Neuroscience at the Scientific In-
stitute San Raffaele University in Milan. He is currently president of the International Society of Neu-
roimmunology (ISNI) and Honorary Professor at Queen Mary University of London (UK). In 1999 he 
founded the European School of Neuroimmunology (ESNI). He has received numerous awards for his 
research, including the Rita Levi-Montalcini Prize. His studies on brain stem cells represent a real hope 
for the development of new and more effective therapies for severe neurological diseases which a-
re currently incurable. His publications include: La medicina che rigenera. Non siamo nati per invec-
chiare (Medicine that regenerates: We weren’t born to age) (2009); Identità e mutamento. La biolo-
gia in bilico (Identity and change. Biology in the balance) (2010, Fermi Prize City of Cecina 2011 for the 
dissemination of science) and Il cervello gioca in difesa: storie di cellule che pensano (The brain plays 
in defence: Stories of cells that think) (2013, Popular Scientific Book Prize from the Italian Book Asso-
ciation and CNR).
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tHe WorK
This book addresses three major issues that arise from 
developments in neuroscience and which pose to us 
all fundamental questions of a philosophical, moral 
and legal nature.
The first concerns vegetative states, the emblematic 
case is represented by Eluana Englaro, the second is-
sue is neurodegenerative diseases and problems that 
arise from them related to personal identity and self-
perception, but also to the possibility of cure through 
stem cells; the third issue deals with the philosophi-
cal problems specifically linked to the idea, now wide-
ly called into question, that we are our brains and the 
ethical and legal problems that arise with loss of iden-
tity and personal autonomy.
Can we really talk when referring to vegetative states 

(PVS) of a total lack of conscience and electrical activity in the cortex? Studies in recent years seem 
to prove the contrary, and that the situation is much more complex, to the point that we have intro-
duced a new diagnostic category, that of the minimally conscious state (MCS).
This naturally has consequences both in relation to what we consider morally or legally appropriate 
for these patients, and in relation to the definition of death, to the point of questioning that same 
diagnosis of brain death, and in also regarding the issue of early directives on treatment and their dif-
ference from the idea of   legalizing euthanasia.
The author therefore takes into account certain degenerative neurological diseases: from multiple 
sclerosis and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis to dementia, focusing on the effects that they have on per-
sonal identity and self-perception, and even analysing ethically the main hypothesis of care.

tHe AutHor
massimo reichlin is a professor of moral philosophy at the Faculty of Philosophy, University Vita-Sa-
lute San Raffaele University, where he also teaches the Ethics of life, Theoretical ethics and History of 
moral philosophy, and he is adjunct Professor of Bioethics at the Faculty of Medicine and Surgery at 
the Vita-Salute San Raffaele University.
Among his publications: Etica della vita. Nuovi paradigmi morali, (Ethics of life. New moral paradigms) 
Bruno Mondadori, Milan 2008; Aborto. La morale oltre il diritto, (Abortion. The moral beyond the 
right) Carocci, Rome 2007; Fini in sé. La teoria morale di Alan Donagan, (Ends in themselves. The mo-
ral theory of Alan Donagan) Trauben, Turin 2003; L’etica e la buona morte, (Ethics and the good death) 
Edizioni di Comunità, Turin 2002; Introduzione all’etica contemporanea, (Introduction to contempo-
rary ethics) Europa Scienze Umane, Milan 2000; Bioetica della generazione (with P. Cattorini) (Bioethi-
cs of the generation, Sei, Turin 1996; Introduzione allo studio della bioetica (Introduction to the stu-
dy of bioethics) (edited by P. Cattorini, R. Mordacci, M. Reichlin), Europa Scienze Umane, Milan 1996.
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‘Where does the mind end and the world begin?’ This 
intriguing and slightly enigmatic question describes in 
one sentence the subject of the book, identifying an 
issue on which philosophy has not stopped reflecting 
since Descartes. The question is at the basis of so-
me of the most important reflections on the nature 
of thought, reasoning, and of human nature that ha-
ve been proposed recently in the field of cognitive 
science and neuroscience.
If Descartes’ ego was ideally separated from its world 
and ‘worked’ according to its own logic, according 
to an idea that also largely corresponds to our com-
mon sense, contemporary science is rapidly dispelling 
many clichés, by posing completely new questions. 
Should the mind be conceived as an internal space 
where information is processed and the world is represented? Or should we think of it as immersed 
in the physical and social world? Is human thought bound by the biological properties of the brain, or 
to some extent can it transcend them? Does technology transform our minds? Should we conceive 
of ourselves as ‘neuronal men’ or were human beings ‘born cyborg’? 
This book addresses these issues from a philosophical point of view, in which the traditional reflection 
on human nature, on the relationship between nature and culture, between ‘matter’ and ‘spirit’ is inter-
woven with attention to the most recent scientific investigation into thought, rationality and action.

tHe AutHorS
michele di Francesco is Rector and full professor of Logic and Philosophy of Science at the Scuola 
Superiore IUSS of Pavia.
As President of the European Society for Analytic Philosophy, he contributes to the cultural pages of 
Il Sole 24 Ore. Di Francesco was the former president of the Italian Society for Analytic Philosophy 
and is a member of the Board of Directors and on the Scientific Committee of the Carlo Erba Founda-
tion in Milan. He is one of the founders of the National Coordination of philosophy of the mind and 
cognitive science.
Among his publications: Che fine ha fatto l’io? (What happened to the ‘I’?) (with Edoardo Boncinelli), 
2010; Introduzione alla filosofia della mente, (Introduction to the philosophy of the mind) 2002; La 
Coscienza, (The Conscience) 2000, second edition 2005; L’io e i suoi sé. Identità personale e scienza 
della mente, (The ‘I’ and itself. Personal identity and science of the mind) 1998.

giulia Piredda got her PhD in Philosophy at “La Sapienza” University of Rome. At present, she teaches 
pedagogical communication process, part of the Science of Communication course at the Universi-
ty of Cagliari. Her fields of study are philosophy of language and of mind, with particular reference to 
the hypothesis of the Extended Mind, to its theoretical accuracy and to the connected evaluation of 
anthropological philosophy.
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Since the times of Greek philosophy sensations, ima-
ges, imagination, the imaginary and memory have been 
the subject of reflections and theories. Today these is-
sues are dealt with by cognitive psychology and neu-
roscience: it is the latter, with its ability to view the 
cerebral territories in which specific functions are per-
formed, that tell us that there are areas which over-
lap between these mental processes and that their 
boundaries are often variable and uncertain. Al- 
though we believe that the experiences leave an objec-
tive and immutable trace in the mind, there is an inten-
se subterranean activity, mostly unconscious, which 
constantly reshapes the meaning of the experiences 
and their rendering at the level of the neural networks. 
Mental images, imagination, and memory: on the one 

hand, as pointed out by Borges, the memory is guardian of distant forms that we have perceived in 
the past, on the other hand we may imagine something that does not closely match a previous expe-
rience and so discloses new scenarios. Can we then say that the imagination is a window to the future 
while the memory addresses the past?
In fact, there is no imagination without memory but neither can memory exist without imagination, 
without a memory of what our mind imagines about the memories, unguarded by the support of that 
vast population of mental images that populate the nerve threads.
Today the massive bombardment of images that takes place with the spread of new media makes the 
imaginary media and the continuous flow of images render uncertain the boundaries between direct 
experience and mediated experience: between our ability to discriminate between the real and the i-
maginary, between what is personally experienced or enjoyed in a virtual way.
The gap between the power of the word and that of the image is continuously increasing; the indivi-
dual and collective memory is colonized by images. With this one does not want to demonize a form 
of experience that is steadily growing, even at school, but rather one should reflect on the ways in 
which the mind is constructed today, the attraction exerted by quick and emotionally seductive mes-
sages which begins in infancy: an age in which the imagination is important but imagining is even more 
so, that is, performing active mental work which is the basis of creativity.

tHe AutHor
Alberto oliverio works in the field of the biological bases of behaviour, and is emeritus of psycho-
biology at the Sapienza University of Rome. He has worked in several international research institu-
tions, from 1976 to 2002 he directed the Institute of Psychobiology and Psychopharmacology of the 
National Research Council and from 2007 to 2009 the “Daniel Bovet” Center for Neurobiology at the 
Sapienza University in Rome. He is on the editorial board of several scientific journals and he is author 
of more than 400 scientific papers, professional teaching and dissemination papers.
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To obtain oblivion as and when required is as deli-
cious as it is dangerous; it is a scenario described in 
The Odyssey. The unpleasant memories are the ones 
which Macbeth would like to remove from the mind 
of his wife, who is tormented by remorse. But literary 
fiction also shows that too much memory prevents o-
ne from literally living. Thanks to electronics, today we 
can preserve all our experiences and have them at the 
click of finger. And the spectre that worries the elderly 
is Alzheimer’s disease, which literally robs us of our 
past. Yet for many, a painful memory is what poisons 
our lives, it provides physical and psychological disor-
ders severe enough to prevent normal activity. For this 
reason the scientific research is committed in an at-
tempt to actually delete certain traces from our minds 
and our brains. This goal which we are today closer to raises questions not only of a technical nature. 
The first results are starting to come in; in animals it is possible to remove learned fear and humankind 
seems to be faced with new scenarios. In an era in which everything can be stored on digital media, pa-
radoxically the ancient dream of manipulating what little is written in our minds is becoming concrete.
But could be take a “pill of forgetfulness” with a light heart? Do we not have a duty through memory 
both to ourselves and to others? These are the ethical questions that experimental developments a-
rouse. For the first time, this book takes stock of the state of knowledge concerning the manipulation 
of memories; an on-going debate is reconstructed, and we show how our culture is divided between 
aspiring for all that is new and the desire to preserve everything that has happened. This is a short cir-
cuit that neuroscience serves to highlight.

tHe AutHorS
Andrea Lavazza is a scholar of cognitive science and neuroethics, and one of the promoters of this 
discipline in Italy. Affiliated to the International Academic Centre in Arezzo, he has published among 
other titles, L’uomo a una dimensione (the One-Dimensional Man) (London, 2008) and Il delitto del 
cervello. La mente tra scienza e diritto (The Crime of the brain. The mind between science and law) 
(with L. Sammicheli, Turin, 2012).

Silvia inglese, graduated in Clinical Psychology at the Sapienza University Rome, and conducts clinical 
psychology and neuropsychology at the IRCCS Foundation Hospital Maggiore Polyclinic in Milan. She 
mainly focuses on cognitive processes and degenerative diseases in the elderly.
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The book examines the problem of the construction 
of personal identity in the multidisciplinary perspecti-
ve typical of the cognitive science.
We are now far from thinking of self-knowledge as 
something completely transparent to ourselves u-
pon which we can base the knowledge of the outsid-
e world. The analysis conducted by the Author em-
phasizes the importance of relating to the social world 
and the cultural objects that surround us, from the first 
months of our lives.
The psychology of the development of the individual 
identifies in the quantity and quality of the first re-
ports, the basis on which the child gradually comes to 
recognize himself as a separate entity from the physi-
cal world with a mental state that, in the continuity of 

its succession, will compose the sense and the perception of the child as an individual. This thesis is 
now widely confirmed in experimental and clinical psychology.
Today, the use of language itself, of writing and computers and iPads with Internet connection seems 
to greatly expand our cognitive faculties.
To what extent can this revolution, which began thousands of years ago and is particularly frenzied to-
day, have an impact on personal identity? Does the possibility we have of obtaining any information in 
real-time change the way we see ourselves and the way we are seen by others?
In examining these issues of a rigorous tone yet written in accessible way for an educated but non-
specialist public, the book is careful to illustrate the theoretical arguments through concrete examples 
from experimental literature and clinical observations.

tHe AutHor
cristina meini teaches Cognitive Psychology in the Faculty of Literature and Philosophy at the Uni-
versity of Piemonte Orientale and runs a course on Cognitive Psychology in the Faculty of Literature 
at the San Raffaele University in Milan. 
She is a member of the Interdepartmental Centre for Neuroscience in Turin and the Cognitive Scien-
ce Centre at the University of Turin, the University of Piemonte Orientale and the Turin Polytecnic.
Among her publications: Gli autismi e la musica. Il modello Floortime nei disturbi della relazione e la 
comunicazione (with M. T. Sindelar and G. Guiot), Trento, Erickson, 2012; Psicologi per natura. I mec-
canismi cognitivi della psicologia ingenua, Rome, Carocci, 2007; Psicologia evoluzionistica (with M. A-
denzato), Turin, Bollati Boringhieri, 2006; La mente sociale. Le basi cognitive della comunicazione (with 
M. Marraffa), Rome-Bari, Laterza, 2006; La psicologia ingenua. Una teoria evolutiva, Milan, McGraw-
Hill, 2001.
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This book is an introduction to the scientific study 
of mental processes (‘cognitive science’), with parti-
cular attention to the theoretical and methodologi-
cal foundations of the discipline. The authors recon-
struct the birth of cognitive science and recount the 
transformations it has suffered during the last thirty 
years. During this time, the discipline has on the one 
hand expanded vertically, studying the brain and gi-
ving centrality and great development to neuroscien-
ce, on the other hand, it has extended horizontally to 
the study of the body and the environment.
The impetus for this second expansion was derived 
from the need to ‘reincorporate’ and ‘place’ cogniti-
ve processes in the complexity of the environment 
in which they operate, gathering as a common factor 
the results of robotics, from cognitive modelling based on mathematics and other strands of research 
gathered together under the label of ‘post-classical cognitive science’ or ‘new cognitive science’.
This text gives an account of these changes and assesses the impact that they have produced on the con-
ceptual landscape of cognitive science, and it questions the future prospects of this research programme. 
The first part presents in detail the conceptual paradigm of classical cognitive science, computatio-
nal functionalism and the most important theories centred on it. The second part discusses the crisis 
of functionalism, illustrating how each type of ‘philosophical’ criticism faces a corresponding research 
programme that aims to correct the inadequacy of functionalist approaches. The third part gives an 
account of the recent tendency of cognitive science to emerge from its boundaries, in order to ex-
plain the sphere of subjectivity and the socio-cultural phenomena.

tHe AutHorS
massimo marraffa is a researcher in Logic and Philosophy of Science in the Department of Philoso-
phy at the University Roma Tre. He is the author of among other titles, Filosofia della psicologia (2003) 
(The philosophy of psychology); La mente sociale (with C. Meini, 2005) (The social mind) and La men-
te in bilico. Le basi filosofiche della scienza cognitiva. (The mind in the balance. The philosophical 
foundations of cognitive science). Together with M. De Caro and F. Ferretti he edited the volume Car-
tographies of the Mind. Philosophy and Psychology in Intersection (Berlin 2007).

Alfredo Paternoster teaches Philosophy and Theory of Languages in the Faculty of Political Science 
at the University of Sassari. 
Among his publications: Introduzione alla filosofia della mente (2010) (Introduction to the philosophy 
of the mind); Il filosofo e i sensi: introduzione alla filosofia della percezione (2007) (The philosopher 
and the senses: an introduction to the philosophy of perception) and he edited, with Massimo Mar-
raffa, the collective volume Scienze cognitive. Un’introduzione filosofica (2011) (Cognitive Sciences. A 
philosophical introduction).
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tHe WorK
In a single day we encounter thousands of words that 
are printed in books and newspapers, but also on the 
screens of televisions, cell phones and computers. 
Thousands of words are uttered by the people we 
meet, and in turn we produce just as many.
Extremely precise mental processes trigger to produ-
ce each term known to us and to enable us to under-
stand its meaning. But then what happens in our minds 
when we grasp the meaning of words? And what is that 
which we call ‘meaning’?
This book aims to provide an answer to these que-
stions, accompanying the reader on a journey that 
begins with the reflections of twentieth-century phi-
losophy of language up to the most recent theories 
proposed by linguists, psychologists and neuroscien-

tists. This journey will take us into the heart of contemporary cognitive science, dealing with que-
stions about the nature of concepts, their relationship with language and the way we perceive the 
world around us.

tHe AutHor
claudio Faschilli obtained his PhD in the Philosophy of language and the mind at the University of 
Turin. Currently he is the Coordinator of didactic and educational activities at the Liceo Classico San 
Raffaele Hospital in Segrate (Milan), where he also teaches philosophy and history. He is also subject 
expert in Philosophy of language and Philosophy of the mind at the University of Bergamo.
His research activities focuses primarily on cognitive and lexical semantics and its interaction with phi-
losophy, linguistics, psychology and neuroscience.
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